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#28-16 Nantucket Theatre Project LLC
5 North Water Street
Map 42.4.2 Parcel 88

Modification to a Previously Granted Special Permit 
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Holly Backus

From: Holly Backus
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2016 8:15 AM
To: 'greta van susteren'
Cc: Catherine Ancero
Subject: RE: 5 North Water Street

Good Morning Greta, 
 
Thank you for your email. 
Staff will make sure your comments are provided to the Board. 
If you are on island, please feel free to attend the meeting on Monday, June 13th at 6:30PM at the Public Safety 
Facility at 4 Fairgrounds Road. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance. 
Thank you,  
 
Holly E. Backus 
Land Use Specialist 
Town of Nantucket  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: greta van susteren [mailto:gretavs@icloud.com]  
Sent: Sunday, June 05, 2016 3:21 PM 
To: Holly Backus 
Subject: Re: 5 North Water Street 
 
TO: Nantucket Planning Board 
From: Greta Van Susteren 
8 Water Street 
 
Nantucket Theatre Project is seeking a special permit for temporary portable restrooms.   
 
I have no objection to putting them on the less traveled street Whaler's Lane.  That makes sense to use that street 
to accommodate the theatre. 
 
Water Street is too heavily traveled (cars and foot) and hence it makes sense to put on the less traveled side.  
 
Best, Greta Van Susteren 
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Holly Backus

From: Holly Backus
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2016 8:51 AM
To: 'Carter Mills'
Cc: jedsoffice@bellsouth.net; Catherine Ancero
Subject: RE: Objection to Portable Public Restrooms at 5 North Water Street

Good Morning, 
 
Thank you for your email/letter. 
Staff will make sure your comments are provided to the Board. 
If you are on island, please feel free to attend the meeting on Monday, June 13th at 6:30PM at the Public 
Safety Facility at 4 Fairgrounds Road.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance. 
Thank you,  
 
Holly E. Backus 
Land Use Specialist 
Town of Nantucket  
 
From: Carter Mills [mailto:cartermills@squirecreek.net]  
Sent: Sunday, June 05, 2016 6:53 PM 
To: Holly Backus 
Cc: jedsoffice@bellsouth.net 
Subject: Objection to Portable Public Restrooms at 5 North Water Street 
 
Please see the attached letter. 
 
A. Carter Mills IV 
cartermills@squirecreek.net 
318.791.1057 
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Holly Backus

From: Holly Backus
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2016 8:39 AM
To: 'Jim Frates'
Cc: Catherine Ancero
Subject: RE: Planning Board Hearing on 5 North Water Street 

Good Morning Mr. Frates, 
 
Thank you for your email.  
Your comments will be provided to the Planning Board members prior to the meeting.  
 
I understand you will not be able to attend the meeting, however the meetings are recorded and streamed live 
on the town’s website (http://www.nantucket-ma.gov/363/Video-On-Demand ) for the community’s 
convenience.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance. 
Thank you,  
 
Holly E. Backus 
Land Use Specialist 
Town of Nantucket  
 
From: Jim Frates [mailto:jim.frates@alkermes.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2016 4:46 PM 
To: Holly Backus 
Cc: Jim Frates 
Subject: Fwd: Planning Board Hearing on 5 North Water Street  
 
Please note, I was given notice of this hearing by a neighbor this morning and so just sent you the note below. 
Perhaps a minute or two late, please confirm receipt and accept my apologies for being so close to the 
deadline...and the spelling errors I see upon a closer read. I will correct in the version below if you care to use 
that for the public record.   
Thank you 
Jim 
781 480 8313 cell  
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jim Frates <jim.frates@alkermes.com> 
Date: June 6, 2016 at 4:34:37 PM EDT 
To: "hbackus@nantucket-ma.gov" <hbackus@nantucket-ma.gov>, Jim Frates 
<jim.frates@alkermes.com> 
Subject: Planning Board Hearing on 5 North Water Street  

Dear Planning Board, 
My family and I write to adamantly oppose the ideas that any special permits or exceptions be 
granted for public restrooms at the Nantucket Theatre.  While we understand the desire of the 
theatre to be up and running as soon as possible, we feel strongly that shortcutting basic 
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occupancy and crowd hygiene rules and common sense put an undue burden on already 
disturbed residential neighbors. 
 
Our family purchased 10 North Water Street, directly across from the new large theatre more 
than thirty years ago and have watched as the commercial district slowly expanded. It has eaten 
up a once quiet neighborhood.  The additional stress of outdoor, noisy, smelly, unsightly and 
unsanitary bathrooms (where are hands washed, trash collected, etc.) seems a step too far when 
even single households would have the requirement of basic plumbing to receive their occupancy 
certificate. 

  
We are unable to be at the hearing on Monday, June 13th but as long time summer residents who 
will be in our home from the middle of June on this year please keep our neighborhood up to 
Nantucket standards. A porta potty will be an eye sore and a nuisance drawing additional crowds 
and pollution.  Who will be there to manage the late night issue that may arise on Saturday's or 
Sunday's when the potty will attract the late night crowd leaving the bar?  Waste piles up on 
North Water Street and our front step as it is (cans, containers, trash, cigarette butts) and these 
public restrooms will make the problem worse.  They may be cleaned Monday morning or at the 
start of a business day but they ruin our weekends and mornings.  

  
The neighbors have quietly and peacefully born the massive construction inconvenience without 
complaint, please don't inflict this outdoor porta potty open to crowds and the public because of 
poor schedule management on the owners part.  This is not a fairgrounds, we live, sleep and walk 
on North Water every night and don't deserve a porta potty for a neighbor.  Ask yourself if you 
would put it next to your house. 
Respectfully submitted, 
James Frates and Elizabeth Pegg 
10 North Water Street 
Nantucket, 02554 

 
471 Grove Street  
Needham, MA. 02492 

781 609 6127 w 
781 235 2546 h 
617 480 8313 cell 

 
Sent from my iPad 
This message may contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please 
advise the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this message and any attachments without retaining a 
copy. Thank you for your cooperation.  
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Holly Backus

From: Holly Backus
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2016 8:54 AM
To: '7 Northwater'
Cc: Catherine Ancero
Subject: RE: case 28-16

Good Morning Dana, 
 
Thank you for your email.  
Your questions and comments will be provided to the Planning Board members prior to the meeting.  
 
I understand you will not be able to attend the meeting, however the meetings are recorded and streamed live 
on the town’s website (http://www.nantucket-ma.gov/363/Video-On-Demand ) for the community’s 
convenience.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance. 
Thank you,  
 
Holly E. Backus 
Land Use Specialist 
Town of Nantucket  
 
From: 7 Northwater [mailto:7northwater@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2016 4:55 PM 
To: Holly Backus 
Subject: case 28-16 
 

Attention Holly Backus and HDC Planning Board 

Case 28-16 

  

I am the owner of 7 North Water Street and cannot attend meeting on Monday June 13th but wanted to express 
my thoughts regarding this matter. 

  

I am new to the area and am excited for a great season on Nantucket. I am not looking to make waves but I am 
not in favor of portable bathrooms being installed with regards to not truly understanding where the location 
would be and how it will affect my property with public usage, noise, smell, and aesthetics. I spoke with Mike 
Kopko an executive over at the theatre and expressed my concerns and he stated that the outdoor bathrooms are 
off the table now and he was going to make an alternative plan inside. I have no idea if that is the case. 
Secondly my question is in regards of the Temporary Certificate occupancy. Does this change the working 
hours on the exterior of the property during summer season? Will that be disruptive to the people that are 
renting my property? If so, how ? I’m just trying to manage my expectations and renters expectations as there is 
so much work being done within the vicinity. I’m under the assumption that a privacy fence and extensive 
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landscaping  were going to be installed on our property border and that a lot of my fears would go away. If that 
is accurate, when is that happening and what is the timeline expected? 

  

Thanks again for your time. 

  

Dana Pascucci 

917 676 4714 
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Holly Backus

From: Holly Backus
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2016 9:08 AM
To: 'Mary Parker'
Cc: Catherine Ancero
Subject: RE: #28-16 Nantucket Theatre Project

Good Morning Mrs. Parker, 
 
Thank you for your email. 
Your questions and comments will be provided to the Planning Board members prior to the meeting. 
 
If you are on-island, please feel free to attend the meeting on Monday, June 13th at 6:30PM at the Public 
Safety Facility at 4 Fairgrounds Road. If not, the meetings are recorded and streamed live on the town’s 
website (http://www.nantucket-ma.gov/363/Video-On-Demand ) for the community’s convenience.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance. 
Thank you,  
 
Holly E. Backus 
Land Use Specialist 
Town of Nantucket  
 
From: Mary Parker [mailto:islandgirlmary@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2016 5:18 PM 
To: Holly Backus 
Subject: RE: #28-16 Nantucket Theatre Project 
 
Dear Mr. Rector, 
 
I am vehemently opposed to having potable toilets situated at the White Heron Theatre for the 2016 Summer season. 
Besides the stench and appearance, the whole concept sounds unacceptable.  
 
It will be offensive to the entire neighborhood if they are visible from the street and the concept that they will be available 
for patrons "and the public" suggests that they will either be visible or "promoted" to the public somehow. We have very 
sufficient public toilets at the Town Building that are well maintained by a committed staff.  
 
I cannot imagine that several porta-johns can handle the capacity of the 50+ seating of the theatre and suspect that odor 
will become an issue quickly. Where is the proposed location of the toilets on the site? 
 
My up-scale rental home is within sight of the theatre and my tenants will pass it frequently during their stay at my home. I 
do not wish them to have to pass by portable toilets. They are unsanitary, odor producing and an extremely "shabby" 
addition to our neighborhood.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Parker 
2 Ash Lane 
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