
TOWN OF NANTUCKET 
REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF TOWN-OWNED BEACHES 

and Town-Owned Land Adjacent to Ponds and Pond Areas 
EFFECTIVE: August 1, 2003 

AMENDED: August 4, 2004; January 17, 2007; April 21, 2010 
 
I. AUTHORITY, PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS 
 
A.  ADOPTION 
 
THESE REGULATIONS ARE ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN 
OF NANTUCKET, TO BE EFFECTIVE ON AUGUST 1, 2003. 
 
B. PURPOSE 
 
 1. THE PURPOSE OF THESE REGULATIONS IS TO PROTECT PUBLIC SAFETY, 
 TO MANAGE BEACH ACTIVITIES, EVENTS  AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES ON 
 THE BEACHES OR ANCILLARY AREAS TO THE BEACHES WITHIN THE LIMITS 
 OF THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET AS SUCH USES ARE DEEMED TO HAVE 
 SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON WETLANDS VALUES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED 
 TO FLOOD CONTROL, EROSION, STORM DAMAGE PREVENTION, FISHERIES, 
 SHELLFISH, WILDLIFE AND RECREATION; ON BEACH SCENIC VIEWS; ON 
 EXCESSIVE NOISE; ON THE NATURAL SCENIC, HISTORIC AND AESTHETIC 
 QUALITIES OF THE BEACH ENVIRONMENT ON NANTUCKET; ON THE PUBLIC 
 SAFETY AND WELFARE; AND ON THE PRESERVATION OF PEACE AND GOOD 
 ORDER. 
 
 THE PURPOSE IS ALSO TO REGULATE USE AND OPERATION OF MOTOR 
 VEHICLES ON BEACHES. 
 
 The purpose is also to regulate the use of all designated pond areas in the Town of Nantucket 
 and restrict commercial use in these areas, as such use is deemed to have significant effect 
 on wetland values, including but not limited to public and private water supply, ground 
 water, flood control, erosion control, storm drainage prevention, water pollution, fisheries, 
 wildlife, scenic views and recreation; on the public safety and welfare; and on the 
 preservation of peace and good order. 
  
 These regulations shall apply to all properties adjacent to these ponds that are owned by the 
 Town of Nantucket and to properties adjacent to these ponds where the property owner has 
 given the Town permission to apply these regulations to his or her property. 
 

2. THESE RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLY TO BEACHES OWNED BY THE 
TOWN OF NANTUCKET OR THOSE BEACHES MANAGED BY THE TOWN OR ON 
BEACHES WHERE THE PROPERTY OWNER HAS GIVEN THE TOWN THE 
OWNER'S PERMISSION TO APPLY THESE RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

 
3. BEACH EVENTS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY THAT HAVE THE EXPRESS 
WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE PROPERTY OWNER ARE EXEMPT FROM THE 
APPLICATION PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. NOTWITHSTANDING THE 



PERMISSION OF A PRIVATE PROPERTY OWNER TO ALLOW A BEACH EVENT OR 
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY THAT WOULD OTHERWISE REQUIRE A PERMIT FROM 
THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET, ALL APPLICABLE FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL 
LAWS, BY-LAWS AND REGULATIONS SHALL CONTINUE TO BE APPLICABLE TO 
THE BEACH EVENTS AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED AND 
REGULATED HEREIN. 
 
4. ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS OR LIMITATIONS MAY APPLY TO ANY 
APPROVED EVENT OR ACTIVITY (I.E. BEACH EROSION CONCERNS, 
ENDANGERED SPECIES, ANTICIPATED STORM EVENTS, REQUIREMENT OF 
SPECIAL POLICE DETAILS, ETC.) 
 

C. DEFINITIONS  
 
ANCILLARY BEACH AREAS -- AREAS IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO BEACHES IN THE 
TOWN OF NANTUCKET INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO OFF-BEACH PARKING 
AREAS.  
 
BEACH EVENT -- ANY GROUP, GATHERING OR CONVERGENCE OF MORE THAN 
FIFTEEN (15) PERSONS ON A DESIGNATED BEACH AREA OR ANCILLARY BEACH 
AREA WHERE ANY SERVICES PROVIDED FOR SAID EVENT ARE SUBSTANTIALLY 
COMMERCIAL IN NATURE AND WHICH EVENT IS FOR SOCIAL, RECREATIONAL OR 
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES. FAMILY GATHERINGS SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE A BEACH 
EVENT UNDER THIS DEFINITION. 
 
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY -- ANY ACTIVITY OR EVENTFOR WHICH MONEY IS PAID TO 
AN INDIVIDUAL OR BUSINESS ENTITY FOR SERVICES RENDERED ON A BEACH/POND 
OR ANCILLARY AREA TO A BEACH/POND IN THE COUNTY OF NANTUCKET.  FAMILY 
GATHERINGS SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE A COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY UNDER THIS 
DEFINITION. 
 
For the purposes of these regulations, the erection or use of any permanent or temporary structure, 
kiosk, dock, mooring, stand, cart, sign for advertisement, or other real or personal property, fixtures 
or equipment primarily for the purpose of, or incidental or accessory thereto, manufacturing, selling, 
leasing or otherwise providing from that specific structure or arising from such use any property, 
good, product or service, shall be deemed a commercial activity.  
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, no sale or lease for real property within a designated pond area 
without further action that might be construed as a commercial activity hereunder, nor any business 
for which no invitee visits the designated pond area in question shall be deemed a commercial 
activity. 
 
DESIGNATED BEACH AREA -- A GEOGRAPHIC SECTION OF BEACH OR ANCILLARY 
AREA TO A BEACH IN THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET AS DETERMINED BY THE TOWN 
ADMINISTRATOR AND DESIGNATED AS SUCH ON A MAP ON FILE WITH THE TOWN 
CLERK AND THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN. 
 
Designated Pond Area.  A designated pond area shall include the following: 



 1.  All ponds and all property directly adjacent to any portion of any pond owned by the 
 Town of Nantucket, or to which the Town of Nantucket has a littoral or other property right, 
 if any; and 
 
 2.  All ponds and all property directly adjacent to any portion of any pond owned by the 
 proprietors of Nantucket, or to which such proprietors have a littoral or other property right, 
 if any; and 
 
 3.  All ponds and all land, however owned, within 66 feet of the high water mark of such 
 pond. 
 
“KITEBOARDING”--THE USE OF A KITE UTILIZING WIND AND AIR TO LIFT, PROVIDE 
POWER OR ENERGY TO A HARNESSED RIDER/PASSENGER WHO IS EQUIPPED WITH A 
BOARD FOR TOUCH DOWN, WHETHER SUCH BOARD IS FORMALLY A SURFBOARD, 
KITE BOARD, WAKE BOARD, OR OTHER STABILIZING FLAT OBJECT, USED FOR THE 
RECREATIONAL PURPOSES OF KITEBOARDING. 
 
Pond.  Any stagnant body of water without an outlet having a superficial area of fewer than 10 acres, 
any great pond, or any like body of water with a small outlet, including but not limited to any body 
of water affected by tidal action, together with the surface area of such body of water and the soil 
and other matter under such body of water. 
 
II. WATER KITEBOARDING, RECREATIONAL 
 
 1. ALL KITEBOARDS MUST DISPLAY AN APPROPRIATELY NUMBERED 
 BURGEE REGISTERED WITH THE MARINE DEPARTMENT.  A DATABASE OF 
 REGISTERED KITEBOARDERS WITH ASSIGNED REGISTRATION NUMBERS 
 SHALL BE MAINTAINED BY THE HARBORMASTER AND UPDATED ANNUALLY. 
 
 2.   NO KITEBOARDING MAY OCCUR WITHIN 400 FEET OF THE BEACH IN A 
 DIRECT ONSHORE WIND. 
 
 3.   ALL KITEBOARDS MUST REMAIN A MINIMUM OF 200 YARDS FROM 
 ENDANGERED SPECIES. 
 
 4.   ALL KITEBOARDS MUST REMAIN A MINIMUM OF 400 FEET FROM 
 LIFEGUARDED AREAS. 
 
 5. KITEBOARDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL OTHER APPLICABLE LAWS,  
 INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION M.G.L. C.90B AND TOWN OF NANTUCKET 
 CODE CHAPTER 137. 
 
 6. ALL KITEBOARDS MUST BE EQUIPPED WITH A SAFETY SYSTEM TO 
 PREVENT RUNAWAY KITES. 
 
 7. THE TOWN BOARD OR ENTITY WITH JURISDICTION OVER TOWN-
 OWNED PROPERTY MAY REGULATE THE SPECIFIC TOWN OWNED PROPERTIES 
 AND AREAS WHERE KITEBOARDING  MAY OCCUR, INCLUDING WITHOUT 
 LIMITATION PROHIBITING KITEBOARDING WHERE, IN THE OPINION OF SUCH 



 TOWN BOARD OR ENTITY, KITEBOARDING MAY CREATE A PUBLIC SAFETY 
 HAZARD AND INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION RESTRICTING THE DAYS 
 AND TIMES WHEN KITEBOARDING MAY OCCUR. 
 
 8. THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN MAY REGULATE THE SPECIFIC PRIVATE 
 PROPERTIES AND AREAS WHERE KITEBOARDING  MAY OCCUR, INCLUDING 
 WITHOUT LIMITATION PROHIBITING KITEBOARDING ON PROPERTIES AND IN 
 AREAS WHERE, IN THE OPINION OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN, 
 KITEBOARDING MAY CREATE A PUBLIC SAFETY HAZARD AND INCLUDING 
 WITHOUT LIMITATION RESTRICTING THE DAYS AND TIMES WHEN 
 KITEBOARDING MAY OCCUR. 
 
III. BEACH EVENTS AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
 1. THE USE OF NANTUCKET BEACHES FOR EVENTS OR ACTIVITIES 
 INVOLVING A COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE OR ACTIVITY, INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
 LIMITED TO CATERING EVENTS OR OTHER SUCH BUSINESSES, SHALL 
 REQUIRE A PERMIT FROM THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET. 
 
 2. UNLESS OTHERWISE AUTHORIZED BY THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR, 
 ONLY THREE (3) BEACH EVENTS PER WEEK AND ONLY ONE (1) EVENT PER 
 DAY  SHALL BE PERMITTED ON ANY DESIGNATED BEACH AREA IN THE 
 TOWN OF NANTUCKET PURSUANT TO THESE REGULATIONS.  PERMITS FOR 
 BEACH EVENTS SHALL BE BASED ON A "FIRST-COME, FIRST SERVE BASIS". 
 PERMITS FOR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY WHERE MORE THAN ONE (1) 
 COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE APPLIES TO USE THE SAME BEACH ON THE SAME 
 DATE WILL BE BASED UPON A "LOTTERY" SYSTEM AS DETERMINED BY THE 
 TOWN ADMINISTRATOR. 
 
 3. NO BEACH EVENTS OR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES WITH AN EXPECTED 
 ATTENDANCE OF MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED FIFTY (250) PEOPLE SHALL BE 
 ALLOWED UNLESS A PUBLIC ASSEMBLY PERMIT APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
 SUBMITTED AND APPROVED. 
 
 4. THE FEE FOR A BEACH EVENT PERMIT OR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY 
 PERMIT IS AS FOLLOWS: ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) FOR EVENTS WITH 
 AN EXPECTED ATTENDANCE OF SIXTEEN (16) TO SEVENTY-FIVE (75) PEOPLE, 
 AND TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR EVENTS WITH AN EXPECTED 
 ATTENDANCE OF OVER (75) PEOPLE. 
 
 5. BEACH EVENTS OR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES WITH AN EXPECTED 
 ATTENDANCE OF MORE THAN SEVENTY-FIVE (75) PEOPLE MAY REQUIRE A 
 SPECIAL POLICE DETAIL AS DETERMINED BY THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR. 
 
 6. THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES ARE PROHIBITED AT ALL BEACH EVENTS 
 OR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY AT BEACHES SUBJECT TO THESE RULES AND 
 REGULATIONS: 
 
  A.  ELECTRICAL GENERATORS 



  B.  DANCE FLOORS 
 
 There shall be no commercial activity in any designated pond area and no commercial 
 activity that indirectly has an impact upon any designated pond area, for any period of time. 
 
 7. ALL APPLICATIONS SHALL BE SIGNED CONFIRMING THAT THE 
 APPLICANT  HAS READ AND UNDERSTANDS ALL REGULATIONS PERTAINING 
 TO APERMITTED BEACH EVENT OR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY AND THAT SUCH 
 APPLICANT WILL ABIDE BY SUCH REGULATIONS, LIMITATIONS AND 
 CONDITIONS PLACED UPON SUCH EVENT OR ACTIVITY. 
 
 8. THE PERMITEE SHALL BE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN AND PROVIDE PROOF 
 OF COMPREHENSIVE LIABILITY INSURANCE IN THE MINIMUM AMOUNT OF 
 ONE MILLION DOLLARS ($1,000,000) NAMING THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET AND 
 ANY OTHER PROPERTY OWNER OF THE DESIGNATED BEACH AREA WHERE 
 THE BEACH EVENT OR ACTIVITY IS TAKING PLACE AS AN ADDITIONAL 
 INSURED. 
  
 9.   INDIVIDUALS OR BUSINESSES THAT PROVIDE CATERING OR OTHER 
 FOOD-RELATED SERVICES ON BEACHES SUBJECT TO THESE RULES AND 
 REGULATIONS MUST BE LICENSED BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH. A COPY OF 
 THE FOOD SERVICE LICENSE FROM THE BOARD OF HEALTH SHALL BE 
 SUBMITTED WITH AN APPLICATION FOR A BEACH EVENT OR COMMERCIAL 
 ACTIVITY. 
 
 10. THE PERMITEE SHALL REMOVE ALL TRASH GENERATED BY THEIR 
 BEACH EVENT OR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY FROM THE BEACH AND DISPOSE 
 OF IT  PROPERLY AT THE LANDFILL. TOWN TRASH CANS OR DUMPSTERS MAY 
 NOT BE USED. 
 
 11. UNLESS OTHERWISE AUTHORIZED, BEACH EVENTS OR COMMERCIAL 
 ACTIVITIES MAY NOT BE SCHEDULED BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:30 AM AND 
 5:00 PM JUNE 15 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 15. ALL EVENTS OR ACTIVITIES SHALL 
 END BY 10:00 PM. 
 
 12. BEACH EVENT OR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY APPLICATIONS SHALL BE 
 SUBMITTED TO THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR FOR FINAL APPROVAL OR 
 DENIAL ONLY AFTER SIGNED APPROVAL FROM THE POLICE CHIEF, BEACH 
 MANAGER, FIRE CHIEF (IF APPLICABLE), HEALTH INSPECTOR (IF APPLICABLE) 
 AND PARK AND RECREATION DIRECTOR (IF APPLICABLE). PERMIT MUST BE 
 AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION BY LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL AS 
 IDENTIFIED IN SECTION V (3). 
  
 13. A COVER LETTER EXPLAINING THE PURPOSE OF THE BEACH EVENT OR 
 COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY SHALL BE SUBMITTED WITH THE APPLICATION. 
 
 14. APPLICATIONS SHALL BE SUBMITTED AT LEAST TWO (2) WEEKS PRIOR 
 TO THE PROPOSED BEACH EVENT OR COMMENCEMENT OF COMMERCIAL 



 ACTIVITY. DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES OR AVAILABILITY, THIS MAY BE 
 WAIVED AT DISCRETION OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR OR DESIGNEE. 
 
 15. THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR IN CONSULTATION WITH THE BOARD OF 
 SELECTMEN AND THE BEACH MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE SHALL 
 PROMULGATE APPLICATION FORMS AS WELL AS A LIST OF DESIGNATED 
 BEACH AREAS UPON WHICH BEACH EVENTS MAY BE PERMITTED. 
 
 16. ANY REGULAR ANNUAL COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES, OTHER THAN 
 FOOD-RELATED SOCIAL BEACH EVENTS (I.E. SURFBOARD RENTALS) SHALL 
 REQUIRE A NEW APPLICATION, APPROVAL AND PERMIT FEE FOR EACH 
 CALENDAR YEAR. 
 
IV. FIRES 
 
 1. THERE ARE NO "OPEN-AIR" FIRES ALLOWED EXCEPT AS ARE SUBJECT 
 TO THE RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS OF M.G.L. C. 48, S. 13. 
 
 2. COOKING GRILLS OR FIRES THAT COMPLY WITH M.G.L. c. 48, s. 13 SHALL 
 BE PLACED A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-FIVE (25) FEET FROM ANY BEACH GRASS 
 OR VEGETATION AND SHALL NOT BE PLACED ON OR IN ANY DUNE AREA. 
 
 3. ALL FIRES SHALL BE COMPLETELY EXTINGUISHED AFTER USE AND 
 ALL CONTENTS AND FIRE DEBRIS SHALL BE THOROUGHLY DOUSED AND 
 REMOVED FROM THE BEACH. BURYING CHARCOAL OR OTHER FIRE DEBRIS 
 ON THE BEACH IS PROHIBITED. 
 
 4. NO GLASS, ALUMINUM OR OTHER NON-FLAMMABLE MATERIAL SHALL 
 BE PLACED OR DISPOSED OF IN ANY FIRE. 
 
V. MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATION AND USE 
 
IT SHALL BE A VIOLATION OF THESE REGULATIONS FOR ANY PERSON TO USE OR 
OPERATE A MOTOR VEHICLE, REGISTERED OR OTHERWISE, ON ANY BEACH ON 
NANTUCKET: 
 
 1.   IN EXCESS OF TWENTY (20) MILES PER HOUR; 
  
 2. IN EXCESS OF FIVE (5) MILES PER HOUR WITHIN ONE HUNDRED (100) 
 YARDS OF A PEDESTRIAN; 
 
 3. BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9:00 AM AND 5:00 PM ON ANY LlFEGUARDED 
 BEACH OR OTHER BEACH DULY POSTED WITH SUCH TIME LIMITS; 
 
 4. IN ANY AREA MARKED AS A NESTING SITE, WILDLIFE PROTECTION 
 AREA  OR REFUGE OR MARKED AS A BEACH OR DUNE RESTORATION AREA OR 
 SO AS TO HARASS BIRDS; 
 



 5. ON A PRIMARY COASTAL BANK OR DUNE OR IN AREAS OF BEACH 
 GRASS AT ANY TIME, EXCEPT OVER CLEARLY ESTABLISHED AND 
 REGULARLY TRAVELED MOTOR VEHICLE WAYS; 
 
 6. WITHOUT A VALID BEACH STICKER PROPERLY DISPLAYED ON THE 
 VEHICLE; 
 
 7. IN ANY AREA PROPERLY POSTED AS "PRIVATE PROPERTY" OR "NO 
 TRESPASSING." 
 

8. THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET RESERVES THE RIGHT TO LIMIT THE 
NUMBER OF VEHICLES ON A BEACH PER DAY. 

 
9. THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHARGE AN 

ADDITIONAL ACCESS FEE AS SET BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN ON 
SPECIFIC DAYS AS DESIGNATED AND ADVERTISED IN ADVANCE BY 
THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET 

 
10. OPERATORS OF VEHICLES PARKED ON THE BEACH SHALL LEAVE A 

RIGHT OF WAY AT ALL TIMES.  THE REQUIRED RIGHT OF WAY AREA 
SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THE ENFORCING AUTHORITY. 

 
VI. BEACH ACTIVITIES ADVERSE TO FEDERALLY-PROTECTED BREEDING 
HABITAT 
 
 1. NO PERSON WITHIN THE TERRITORIAL LIMITS OF THE TOWN SHALL 
 USE, OPERATE OR OTHERWISE ALLOW THE USE OR OPERATION OF ANY 
 KITEBOARD, KITE, OR OTHER AIRBORNE OBJECT OTHER THAN AIRCRAFT, IN 
 ORDER TO PREVENT CONFUSION AS A PREDATOR TO ANY NESTING, 
 TERRITORIAL ADULT OR UNFLEDGED JUVENILE ENDANGERED BIRD SPECIES, 
 IN, OVER, OR UPON THE AREAS POSTED WITH SIGNAGE AS BIRD NESTING 
 AREAS, DURING THE PERIOD OF APRIL 1 - AUGUST 31, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
 SECTION III, PARAGRAPH 7 OF THE "GUIDELINES FOR MANAGING 
 RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN PIPING PLOVER BREEDING HABITAT ON THE 
 U.S. ATLANTIC COAST TO AVOID TAKE UNDER SECTION 9 OF THE 
 ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT." 
 
 2. ALL PERSONS ARE PROHIBITED FROM ALLOWING AT ALL TIMES FROM  
 APRIL 1 TO AUGUST 31 ANY NONHUMAN ANIMALS OR REPTILES SUCH AS 
 PETS, INCLUDING DOGS, HORSES, CATTLE, CATS AND OTHER PET LIFE FORMS 
 TO ENTER UPON, ROAM, OR OTHERWISE HAVE ACCESS TO THE AREAS 
 POSTED WITH SIGNAGE AS BIRD NESTING AREAS, AND ALL SUCH LIFE FORMS 
 MUST BE CONFINED IN CAGES OR TANKS, LEASHED, HALTERED, TETHERED, 
 OR BRIDLED AND FIRMLY UNDER CONTROL AND NOT FREE TO ACCESS ANY 
 SUCH POSTED NESTING AREA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION III, 
 PARAGRAPH 6 OF THE "GUIDELINES FOR MANAGING RECREATIONAL 
 ACTIVITIES IN PIPING PLOVER BREEDING HABITAT ON THE U.S. ATLANTIC 
 COAST TO AVOID TAKE UNDER SECTION 9 OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES 
 ACT."   



   
 PLEASE NOTE THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET'S LEASH LAW, CHAPTER 55-40 OF 
 THE TOWN CODE. 
 
 3. EXCEPT AS MAY OTHERWISE BE ALLOWED OR PERMITTED BY LAW, NO 
 FIREWORKS, EXPLOSIVE DEVICE OR FLARE SHALL BE IGNITED, LIT, 
 ENERGIZED OR FIRED, ANYWHERE IN, ON, OVER OR UPON ANY BEACH AREA 
 DESIGNATED BY SIGNAGE AS A BIRD NESTING AREA DURING THE PERIOD 
 SUCH SIGNS ARE IN FOR MANAGING RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN PIPING 
 PLOVER BREEDING HABITAT ON THE U.S. ATLANTIC COAST TO AVOID TAKE 
 UNDER SECTION 9 OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT." 
  
 PLEASE NOTE UNAUTHORIZED FIREWORKS ARE ILLEGAL IN THE 
 COMMONWEAL THE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
 
 4. EXCEPT FOR VEHICLES ENGAGED IN ACTUAL NECESSARY EMERGENCY 
 RESPONSE FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY OR THE SECURITY OF THE NATION, ALL 
 RESPONSE FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY OR THE SECURITY OF THE NATION, ALL  
 TWO, THREE, THREE, OR FOUR-WHEELED VEHICLES ARE PROHIBITED FROM 
 ENTERING, OPERATING, OR BEING PRESENT WITHIN ALL POSTED NESTING 
 HABITAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION III, PARAGRAPH 12 OF THE 
 "GUIDELINES FOR MANAGING RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN PIPING PLOVER 
 BREEDING HABITAT ON THE U.S. ATLANTIC COAST TO AVOID TAKE UNDER 
 SECTION 9 OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT." 
  
 PLEASE NOTE THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET'S BYLAW W CHAPTER 56-6A ON USE 
 OF ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES. 
 
VII. GENERAL BEACH RULES 
 

A. SWIMMING AND BATHING 
1. NO PERSON SHALL BATHE OR SWIM IN THE WATERS UNDER 

THE JURISDICTION OF THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET DURING 
SUCH TIME AS THE LIFEGUARD ON DUTY, POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, FIRE DEPARTMENT, MARINE 
SUPERINTENDENT, BEACH MANAGER OR OTHER 
DESIGNATED TOWN OFFICIAL DETERMINES CONDITIONS TO 
BE HAZARDOUS TO THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF 
SWIMMERS AND BATHERS.  UPON POSTING OF SIGNS OR 
VERBAL NOTICE FROM THE ABOVE LISTED AUTHORITIES 
ALL PERSONS SHALL EXIT THE WATER UNTIL SUCH 
AUTHORITIES GIVE NOTICE THAT THE HAZARDOUS 
CONDITION HAS ABATED. 



 
2. ALL RIGID DEVICES (E.G. SURFBOARDS, KAYAKS, BOOGIE 

BOARDS) AND ANY NON-RIGID DEVICE WHICH IS NOT A 
SWIM AID  ARE PROHIBITED WITHIN THE LIMITS OF 
LIFEGUARD PROTECTION ON TOWN-OWNED/OPERATED 
BEACHES.  INFLATABLE RAFTS AND TUBES ARE EXAMPLES 
OF ALLOWED NON-RIGID SWIM AIDS.  THIS PROHIBITION 
EXCLUDES PROPERLY SIZED, COAST GUARD APPROVED 
PERSONAL FLOATATION DEVICES. 

 
3.  SKIMBOARDS ARE PROHIBITED WITHIN THE LIMITS OF 

LIFEGUARD PROTECTION ON  TOWN-OWNED/OPERATED 
BEACHES. 

 
B. BEACH RULES 
 

1. GLASS CONTAINERS OF ANY KIND ARE PROHIBITED FROM 
TOWN-OWNED/OPERATED BEACHES. 

 
2. NO PERSON SHALL URINATE OR DEFECATE IN THE BEACH 

OR DUNE AREA 
 

C. LIABILITY 
1. ALL PERSONS USING TOWN-OWNED/OPERATED BEACHES 

AND THE WATERS DIRECTLY ABUTTING THE BEACH DO SO 
AT THEIR OWN RISK. 

 
VIII. PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
 1. ANY VIOLATION OF THESE REGULATIONS SHALL RESULT IN A FINE OF 
 $300.00 AND REVOCATION OF THE PERMIT IF ANY. 
 
 2. THESE REGULATIONS MAY BE ENFORCED BY NON-CRIMINAL 
 DISPOSITION IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 1-2 THROUGH 1-6 OF THE CODE 
 OF NANTUCKET AND MGL CHAPTER 40, SECTION 21 D. 
 
 3. ENFORCING PERSONS SHALL BE: ANY POLICE OFFICER, BEACH 
 MANAGER. LAND BANK PROPERTY MANAGER, TOWN BIOLOGIST, MARINE 
 SUPERINTENDENT, PARK & RECREATION DIRECTOR, ANY FIREFIGHTER, ANY 
 DEPUTY SHERIFF. 
 
IX.  SEVERABILITY 
 
In the event any court determines any provision of these regulations to be invalid or unenforceable, 
then the remainder of this instrument shall not be affected except to the extent required by law. 
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