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MEETING POSTING 
 

TOWN OF NANTUCKET  
Pursuant to MGL Chapter 30A, § 18-25 

All meeting notices and agenda must be filed and time stamped with the 
Town Clerk’s Office and posted at least 48 hours prior to the meeting 

(excluding Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays) 

  

  
Committee/Board/s Nantucket Historical Commission 

  
Day, Date, and Time Friday, October 2, 2020   10:00 AM 
  
Location / Address REMOTE PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 

12, 2020 Order Regarding Open Meeting Law (Attached); the meeting will be 
aired at a later time on the Town’s Government TV YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-sgxA1fdoxteLNzRAUHIxA 

  
Signature of Chair  Hillary Hedges Rayport 

WARNING: IF THERE IS NO QUORUM OF MEMBERS PRESENT, OR IF 
MEETING POSTING IS NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE OML 
STATUTE, NO MEETING MAY BE HELD! 

AGENDA 
Please list below the topics the chair reasonably anticipates will be discussed at the meeting 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/95928040351?pwd=N0lGaCtLQXI2aytuUGtWeVhLcXRyUT09 
Dial by your location 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
 

• Establishment of a Quorum 
• Approval of Minutes of August 21 
• Review NHC contribution to discussion of Coon Street name change 
• Discussion of Mission Statement  
• Discussion of possible statements at 10/7 Select Board meeting 

o Coon Street 
o Mission Statement 
o Certified Local Government Program 
o Historic Goals for Streets & Preservation Engineering Study 

• Other business  
o Review Projects on project sheet 
o MHC Survey Planning Grant pre-application 
o Potential ATM articles 

• Adjourn 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-sgxA1fdoxteLNzRAUHIxA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F95928040351%3Fpwd%3DN0lGaCtLQXI2aytuUGtWeVhLcXRyUT09&sa=D&ust=1601734911062000&usg=AOvVaw0QXuVeFMfT_QW5NIbl_70C








Minutes of Nantucket Historical Commission Meeting – August 21st, 2020  

Establishment of Quorum  

Commissioners Present: Tom Montgomery, Georgia Raysman, Mickey Rowland, Angus 
Macleod, Hillary Rayport, Don DeMichele, and David Silver  

NHC Resource Advisors:  Betsey Tyler, Michael May, Mary Bergman, Brian Pfeiffer 
Staff: Holly Backus  
Guests: Chris Skelly, Director of Local Government Programs, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission; Matthew Bronski, Preservation Engineer, SGH. 
 
Today’s Agenda  

• Establishment of a Quorum  

• Public Comment: None 

Approval of Minutes from 7/10/20 meeting and 8/7/20  

-Tom Montgomery Motion to accept minutes 

-Angus: second 

all in favor (roll call) - so moved 

Georgia joined meeting at 10:06am  

Chair asked for a change to the agenda: NHC will not discussing Preventative Maintenance at this 
meeting. Motion to change the agenda to not discuss preventative maintenance, Motion: Angus, 
Seconded: David, All in favor, so moved. 

I. Report to Select Board / Welcome Dawn Hill Holdgate  

Hillary gave a report to Select Board on August 12th 

-Select Board Chair Dawn Hill Holdgate volunteered to be liaison to NHC 

-Dawn worked in the office of the HDC and as a Commissioner on as well. NHC is privileged to have her 
as a liaison, and this should help improve communication, transparency and collaboration with the town. 

Other outcomes: we presented our proposed mission statement and our goals ( which are to update 
surveys and apply to the Certified Local Government program).  Membership in the program requires that 
HDC and NHC work together and have a jointly agreed memorandum of understanding about the roles 
and responsibilities of each local commission and how they work together. NHC and HDC met at the end 
of June and are waiting on HDC response. 

Select Board was supportive of our initiatives and is recorded in the public record. Dawn Hill Holdgate 
commented that it was a good initial discussion with the Historical Commission and good to get a feeling 
for the priorities, in terms of updating the surveys. She also commented that it is very important to hear 
from the HDC about the goals, and to know that the commissions are working together, so she is looking 
forward to hearing more from the HDC.  Chair Rayport agreed.  



Rayport continued to report to the Commission that the Select Board was happy to hear that NHC has 
organized a group of advisors, but it is confusing to have this called a “board”. She asked for a motion to 
rename the group: "NHC Resource Advisors”  

Tom: Motion to rename the “Resource and Advisory Board” to “NHC Resource Advisors” 

Georgia: Second 

All in favor – so moved 

Holly would like a clear and concise understanding regarding what the Resource Advisors actually do. 
Moving discussion to a future meeting where we will outline a clear understanding of what the group 
does.  

Rayport also announced that the Historical Commission must provide an Annual Report to the Town: 
goal is to get to Town by October. Will be presented in September meeting. Georgia Raysman offered to 
write a first draft. 

The Community Foundation for Nantucket has established a project fund for preservation – it is called the 
Keep Nantucket Real Fund. This fund is paying for preservation engineering study for streets.  
 

Staff liaison report on Mission Statement: Holly Backus suggested an alternative Mission Statement for 
the NHC to consider.  As this was not the agenda, Commission will discuss at a future meeting. Holly 
also noted there was enthusiasm for the CLG program. She emphasized that this requires an MOU from 
the HDC.  The HDC has been extremely busy, this is on their agenda, but the NHC should be patient and 
hopefully they will be able to get to this. 
 

The Chair introduced Matthew Bronski, a principle with Simpson Gompertz and Hager. A distinguished 
engineer working on historic masonry, Matthew has been retained by the Community Foundation to study 
historic pavement and make a final report in September.  He is here to make an interim report.  

I. Interim Report from Matthew Bronski  

Matthew Bronski: goal is to bring an engineering assessment to the technical issues concerning the 
rehabilitation and preservation of the cobblestone streets. He has worked in preservation for 25 years and 
began his career as a highway engineer working for the Mass DOT. 

Roads are generally classified as either rigid or flexible. Cobblestone roads are a hybrid. They are also 
pervious, which is especially important on Nantucket because of the limited number of catch basins.  

The cobblestone roads are inherently stronger than bituminous roads and are strong enough to support 
modern vehicle loads. But the strength is dependent on the sub base – the layers of gravel, how well 
compacted it is, and how well it drains. Regarding the cobbles coming loose, this happens when vehicles 
are turning and especially moving out of a parallel parking space. They key to prevent this is to select 
stones that are oblong, and drive them into the sub base vertically.  This is well supported by the 
literature. There was a lot of good engineering research on this in the 1880s, a time when people were 
studying how to make a good road with the materials that were available.  The literature provides 
information about ideal ratios, and how to set them to resist displacement.  Matthew showed diagrams 
from Italy and England. If the cobbles are laid on the flat it will not hold up.  The research supports that 
over years when the road was experiencing maintenance problems, the stones weren’t being set correctly. 



 

The Curbs become displaced because of forces against them from the street and also cars parking on the 
sidewalk. The historic schist found on Nantucket is quite durable and even after 150 years in a severe 
environment the Nantucket curbs are holding up well.  The Concrete restraint has been controversial.  
Matthew believes that as long as there is drainage below the concrete to allow for drainage, the concrete 
will likely not be harmful to the curbs. A sacrificial craft paper barrier between the concrete reinforce and 
the curb would do the trick to help separate the materials if necessary in the future, while not giving up 
any of the performance benefit, in terms of keeping the curbs upright. Would make it more easy to 
separate the curbs in 30 years. 

 

Sidewalks: Competing issues and demands. The imperfect surface gives them a lot of charm, but makes it 
difficult to walk or push a stroller. There is also the width of the sidewalks vs the street – many historic 
towns have seen the sidewalks get narrower and the cars gradually claimed more and more space. Some 
towns have done studies to understand this loss and claim space back from the street. But there are also 
concerns about the scale of the sidewalks and balancing the scale relationship to the buildings. There is no 
one size fits all solution – it will be site specific. In some cases, you can solve problems by raising the 
sidewalks, but in other cases that is not possible because of conflicts with doors or street heights.  
Because of this, it’s necessary to think through the sidewalks and the street at the same time – you have a 
lot more ability to design a working system if you can work on both the street and the sidewalk at the 
same time.  The PIN Lidar study of the historic material in the street should be very helpful for this 
purpose. 

 

Question about trees and root trimming: Matthew heard from the Champoux brothers about the trees. 
They suggeested structural soils as a non-compactible material that also provided what the trees needed. 
This is being used by landscape architect Michael Van Valkenberg, who is consulting on the Land Bank 
park on Easy Stret. 

Question regarding sub-base and using stone dust. What material should the cobbles be set in?  

Matthew: The challenge with stone dust is it is finely graded and compacts very tightly, so it doesn’t 
drain.  A better material would be a uniform graded washed-sand. Stone millings can also be added. You 
need variation in size of stone particles for water to pass through. Some of Nantucket’s native soil is an 
ideal material (sand with clay). 

There was some discussion about developing a specification for “dirty sand” which would be a better 
bedding material, for the overall longevity of the road. “Dirty sand” can be dug on island, but the way 
engineering specifications are created, you typically need a specification that can be procured. 

Holly suggested that this report would be presented to the Select Board when it is complete. 

Tom: Motion to summarize in letter to DPW and specify that final report is due to be sent in September.  

David: Second  

All in favor (roll call) - so moved 

The commission thanked Matthew and looks forward to his report. 



The discussion turned back to the constructive criticism that Holly Backus wanted to offer regarding the 
Mission Statement.  Holly read a proposed mission statement for the Commissions consideration. She 
noted that the chief contribution of the Commission is the creation and maintenance of surveys. The Chair 
thanked Holly and said that discussion of the Mission statement would be on a future agenda. 

Chair Rayport then introduced Chris Skelly: Director of Local Government Programs with the 
Massachusets historical Commission. He works with HC’s and HDC’s across the state of MA. 3,000 or so 
volunteers that make-up those commissions. Today he will be commenting on the role of historical 
commissions, surveys, advocacy and bylaws. Essentially, he is a resource to local historical 
commissions.   

• -Holding regional workshops remotely. “Introduction to Historic Preservation Planning”   
• -Role of Commissions, HC’s and HDC’s  
• Historical Commissions do “community-wide historic preservation planning.” Nantucket is 
different because it’s an NHL.   
• Community outreach and yes the Commission is going to be advocacy as well – advocating for 
historic preservation issues throughout the community.  
• Not all communities operate the same way.  Sometimes they are combined as one commission, 
sometimes there are two separate commissions. It is case-by-case scenario and particular to a specific 
town or district’s needs and there are pros and cons of each approach. 
• Can be confusing to have a separate HDC and HC (clarifying roles and getting enough volunteers 
can be an issue for the pubic). Education and outreach is key.   
• If they are combined, it can be the case that the “preservation planning” duties are crowded out 
by design review, and never get done. “I talk to some Historical Commissions that have no idea 
what preservation planning is and they only do design review. In this case, it can be appropriate to 
have separate commissions with separate objectives. 
• The entire island is a historic district Nantucket is especially challenging. 
 
• Regarding the mission statement -- Nantucket needs more than a mission statement... you need a 
preservation plan.  This might be a better answer than having a mission statement, because you really 
want to explore what you need as a community and what is working well and what isn’t working 
well. This is a local decision, but if the HDC is having weekly 5 hour meetings, he can imagine that 
indeed on Nantucket having separate commissions is the best way to go. 

 
The Chair commented that in the case of Nantucket “we are in the messy middle” in terms of 
understanding the two roles of the two commissions. Believe we are up to the task and the Historical 
Commission and HDC are up to the task. 
 
Holly Backus supported the idea of a preservation plan. Education is important. The virtual training will 
really help. Holly thanked Chris.  
 
The discussion moved on to the discussion of surveys. The NHC is being joined by some of our advisors  
NHC resource advisors present and active in discussion regarding surveys 

-getting started with updating surveys  

-These surveys are for inventory of cultural resources in the Commonwealth.  

- goal is to have more and complete historical information structures (private and public) 

-goal is to use the Inventory Forms ( MHC Form-B) 



Hillary: thought, not policy. Observe the process for architectural review is HDC’s realm. Help frame the 
process. Form B will take years to implement.  

-NHC is proposing is that we might have an interim process to survey historic structures. Contribute to 
inventory with MHC’s form b. 

Nantucket has checklist with what is required to go to HDC. What happens is information is submitted 
and historic info is often not included. We don’t have the staff to complete all of these form B’s. If  a 
building comes up and is especially sensitive, Holly reaches out to Preservation trust.  

Structures come before HDC, and there is not much known and may be overlooked. The commission 
debated whether it would be possible to ask the applicant to complete the architectural survey and the 
house history. The advice from Michael May and Chris Skelly was this was not advisable – it should be a 
municipal function and it must be done by professionals.  

Mickey Rowland commented that the HDC will have to buy into the idea that these inventory forms are 
an important part of their review process. We also need the qualified professionals to help put these forms 
together. HDC could allow boards to request these forms during the application process.  

Chris Skelly recommended Nantucket develop a survey plan – that this would be a roadmap for how to 
get the surveys up to date, and get them done bit by bit. The plan helps you prioritize how to do it.  

Chris Skelly commented that it is worth pursuing whether building permit fees could be deployed to pay 
for these surveys. He also encouraged Nantucket to apply for the Certified Local Government program 
and this would help with money for the surveys.  

The Chair mentioned again that the last item on the agenda – preventative maintenance bylaw - would not 
be discussed today. She acknowledged that some people were upset because information about their real 
estate had been shared in the packet by way of a citizen concern. Though all the this information in the 
packet is publicly available information, the chair apologized that it made homeowners uncomfortable. 

Motion to adjorn, all in favor. 
 

 
 

 
Meeting adjourned.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



  

 
MEMORANDUM RE: SELECTING A NEW NAME FOR COON STREET 

 
An examination of deeds by Betsy Tyler shows us that the street we now know as Coon 
Street was created in the early 1800s and known as Independent Court.  Independent Court 
was extended in 1838, to connect Union and Orange Streets, when #3 was built. At this time, 
there were at most three homes on the street (#s 2, 3, and 7). A deed for the sale of John G. 
Thurber’s home (#3) in March 1844 identified the street as: “Independent Court, or Coon 
Street.”  By 1858, when H.F. Walling drew his map of the town, Coon Street was the 
accepted name for the street. 
 
While there was a large family named Coon living on Nantucket at the time, research for 
each house on the street, back to the early nineteenth century, reveals no one by the name 
of Coon owned property on Independent Court, and none of the listed abutters for any of 
the properties had that name.  It is possible a member of the Coon family lived on the street 
as a renter or in a home shared with an in-law, although such documentation is scarce. The 
in-law’s home was sold in 1837.  The Coon Family achieved some prominence in whaling, 
but this was gained after the name change.  
 
Another plausible but unexpected explanation is that the street was named after the 
American Whig Party. In the same way today’s Democrats are donkeys and Republicans 
elephants, the Whigs were raccoons and the Democrats, who have no connection to today’s 
Democratic party, were roosters.  In 1844, at the time of the name change, America was in a 
heavily contested election year. The Whigs hoped to recapture the White House, which had 
been cruelly taken from them in 1841 through a tragic twist of fate.  Hillary H. Rayport’s 
examination of the press at the time indicates the most prominent association of the word 
Coon in the 1830s and in 1844 would have been with the Whig party. See the attached 
report on The Coon Party. Note that the report includes some discussion of the use of the word 
as a vulgar racial slur. 
 
Street name changes have been common on Nantucket. We cannot know if anyone living on 
the street in the 1840s was a Whig, nor can we know for certain the reason the street came 
to be called Coon Street. But, given that we could not establish a connection between Coon 
Street and the Coon family, we see no need to create a plaque, or to retain the name.  
 
Suitable Alternative Names 
The Grant Family lived on Nantucket for many years, owning three homes on the street. 
They were prominent islanders, as reported by Dr. Frances Karttunen. The street could be 
named after one of the Grants: Rachel Grant, Charles Grant, or Ruth Grant; it could be 
returned to the name Independent Street (it is no longer a court), or, in celebration of the 
American Whig Party, it could be named Whig Street. The street could also be named after 
Josephine White Hall, a popular mezzosoprano shared Ruth Grant’s piano during the 
summer for many years.  Finally, the residents of the street could pick a favorite name from 
the list of Town approved street names (attached). 

NANTUCKET HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Town of Nantucket 
2 Fairgrounds Road 

Nantucket, Massachusetts 02554 

COMMISSIONERS 
Hillary H. Rayport (Chair) Angus MacLeod (Vice-Chair) David Silver (Secretary) 

Clement Durkes Thomas M. Montgomery Georgia U. Raysman Milton Rowland Don DeMichele Ben Normand 
 



COON STREET 

Independent Court 

The name Independent Court was first used for the road that came to be known as Coon Street.  
Presumably, Independent Court led from Orange Street to the house at 3 Coon Street. A 
condition of the deed transferring 3 Coon Street from Gorham and George Macy to John G. 
Thurber in 1838, was that the road should extend all the way to Union Street.  By 1844, the 
name Coon Street was used interchangeably with Independent Court.  By 1858, when H.F. 
Walling drew his map of the town, Coon Street was the accepted name for the street. 

7 Coon Street:  
Book 33/p.542:  John B. Nicholson to Isaac Weiderhold, 1834 
Land running by Independent Court 
 
3 Coon Street: 
Book 38/pp. 355-56:  Gorham and George Macy to John G. Thurber, 1838 
A lot of land in Independent Court . . .  a cart road shall be opened and kept open from Orange 
to Union Streets 
 
Book 44/pp. 192-93: John G. Thurber to Elizabeth Silva, 1844 
Land situated on Independent Court, or Coon Street 
 

Research for each house on the street, back to the early nineteenth century, reveals no one by 
the name of Coon owning property on Independent Court, and none of the listed abutters for 
any of the properties had that name.   

Coon Family 

There was one family named Coon on the island:  William Coon (1791-1839), son of William 
Coon whose origins are unknown, and Phebe Cash (b.1771) daughter of William Cash and Mary 
Johnson of Nantucket.    William Coon the younger married Catharine Marsh (1795-1835) and 
they had nine children born on the island between 1813 and 1830. Five of those children were 
sons who carried on the Coon name.  It should be noted that Phebe Cash was the sister of Obed 
Cash, who owned 2 Coon Street from 1801 to 1837, when his widow, Judith, sold it.  Further 
research might determine if William Coon rented Cash’s house, or shared it with his family, 
although such documentation is scarce. 

Where William and Catherine Coon and their large family lived is not known.  William Coon 
bought only one piece of property on the island, a house on 24 rods of land in an unspecified 
location in Newtown in 1829.  He sold that house to George Austin in 1832.  If this property was 
on Independent Court or Coon Street, it would have been referenced in one of the deeds for 
the houses on the street.  A search of the grantee indexes for Nantucket deeds from the period 
1820-1860 reveals one other Coon family deed, from Isaac Smith to Charles A. Coon for a house 



on the corner of New and Orange Streets in 1856.  The Walling map of 1858 shows a J Coon 
residing at that corner.   James Coon, brother of Charles A., must have been in residence that 
year. 

Whig Party 

The term Coon was synonymous with Whig in the early 1840s, which is when Independent 
Court became Coon Street, lending some credence to the possibility that the origin of the name 
was political in nature.  See Hillary H. Rayport’s report on Coonism. 

Notable Residents of Coon Street 

As Dr. Frances Karttunen discussed in her report to the town on Coon Street, the Grants were 
longtime residents of the street, living at 3 Coon Street from 1897 to 1986. Rachel Grant, 
married to Charles Grant, bought the house in 1897.  Their family, including longtime resident 
Ruth Grant, owned the property until 1986.  Popular mezzosoprano Josephine White Hall 
shared the Grant’s piano during the summer for many years.  Rachel Grant also owned 2 Coon 
Street and 5 Coon Street for periods of time in the twentieth century. 

Another association with 3 Coon Street is shipwright John G. Thurber who, as a partner in the 
firm of Crosby & Thurber, built the remarkable floating drydocks known as the camels in 1842.  
He owned the house from 1838-1844. 

  

 



In the early 1800s, Coon Street was a short, narrow cart road called Independent 
Court. Sometime in the early 1840s, it became known as Coon Street.  At the time, the 
most immediate association of the word “coon” would have been with the American 
Whig Party, also known, with pride, as the Coon Party. What follows is some 
information regarding the use of the word Coon and the political climate of 1838 – 
1844, when the street currently known as Coon Street was established and named. 
 
 
The late 1830s and early 1840s marked the rise of the two party system in American 
politics, when the American Whig Party was created in opposition to the party of 
Andrew Jackson, the Democrats (which had no relation to todays democratic party). 
Then, as now, political parties had mascots, and in the 1830s and ‘40s, the 
Democrats were roosters, and the Whigs were the Coon Party.  
 
The Whig party on Nantucket and the Presidential Election of 1840  
The American Whig Party was especially strong on Nantucket. The party favored 
federal support for infrastructure, tariffs, the creation of an American bank, and was 
against the annexation of new territories (manifest destiny). 
 
The Whigs were moderately against slavery, and on Nantucket, the party leaders 
were actively against slavery.  David Joy, Chairman of the Nantucket Whigs, was also 
President of the Friends of the Anti-Slavery Cause, which hosted Fredrick Douglass 
and William Lloyd Garrison at the Atheneum in 1841.  The Democrats were tolerant 
or supportive of slavery. 
 
The Inquirer & Mirror reported on Whig annual meetings, nominations of 
candidates, and participation in off-island conventions. Below is a clipping from the 
April 2, 1840 Inquirer and Mirror reporting that the Nantucket Whig chapter met on 
March 28th 1840 and formed a political association for the election of William Henry 
Harrison, Whig candidate for President. The Chairman of the chapter was David Joy, 
and secretaries were A. W. Starbuck and George W. Macy.  
 

 
 
  



Harrison won the Presidency in 1840, but died a month after the inauguration. 
Vice President Tyler went on to break with the Whig platform, negotiated a secret 
treaty to annex Texas, a slave holding state, and subsequently was rejected from 
the party. So despite winning the election, the Whigs lost their seat of power in the 
White House. 
 
 
Whigs as “Coons” 
The clipping below, from the October 27, 1842 New York Evening Post, describes 
the origin of the association of the nickname “Coon Party” with the Whig Party. 
 

 
 
The coonskin was adopted by the campaign of Henry Harrison and John Tyler, Whig 
candidates for President opposing Democrat Martin Van Buren and the legacy of 
Andrew Jackson in the presidential election of 1840.  The coon skin, along with 
the famous slogan, Tippecanoe and Tyler Too, promoted an image of folksy 
integrity, and the frontier spirit.  
 
We know this name was widely used and was in use on Nantucket.  During this 
period of time, there are multiple articles in Nantucket papers discussing “Coonism” 
and the Coon party.  Sadly, there is also evidence of the Democrats of Nantucket 
beginning to exploit this name’s rising use as a vulgar racial slur, when referring to 
the Whigs. Overall, the Whigs continued to use their mascot-moniker with pride. 
 
 
The election of 1842 
 
Coming on the heels of the Whig’s unexpected loss of power in the nation’s capital, 
the Massachusetts gubernatorial election of 1842 was especially contentious and 
the electorate was closely divided. The votes for state legislature were tallied and 
the Islander, the Democratic leaning paper, rejoiced in the apparent victory of the 
Democrats: From The Islander, Nov 19, 1842:  
 
 



 
 
The article refers to the “Coons” and the “Democrats” throughout. 
However, Nantucket went solidly for the Coons, the government was divided, there 
was no majority winner, and many districts had not yet turned in their votes. 
Below is the Nantucket vote count for representatives. 
 

 
 
The office of governor went to the Democrat Marcus Morton, by special ballot of the 
legislature. 
 
The Presidential Race of 1844 
 

 

“One of the Young Bo-Hoys in 
Ecstasies Before the Coons of 
1844”. The Bo-Hoys, or 
B’hoys, were the everyday 
tradesmen that made up the 
liberal wing of the Whig party 
and, later, the Republican 
party of Lincoln. Source: 
Library of Congress 



 
The Whigs hoped to regain their lost presidency in 1844, with the candidacy of 
Henry Clay and Theodore Frelinghuysen.  The Democrat candidate for president 
was James K. Polk. The race was incredibly tight and Polk prevailed by a mere 
40,000 votes, or 1.4%.   
 
During this period of time, a pro-Polk newspaper entitled The Coon Catcher was 
published in Ohio between August and November 1844.  
 

 
Quoting from the Princeton University Firestone Library Graphic Arts Collection: 

Beginning in the 1840s, the American Whig party took the raccoon as its 
symbol, along with its associations with independent frontiersmen and their 
raccoon-skin caps. Nineteenth-century Democrats used the rooster. 

During the presidential election of 1844 between Democrat James K. Polk 
(1795-1849) and Whig Henry Clay (1777-1852) these two symbols were used 
effectively in rude and offensive caricatures of the other party. According to 
the Dictionary of Etymology the abbreviation for raccoon was already in use as 
a vulgar reference to African Americans, giving added weight to the ridicule 
loaded into anti-Whig texts and images. 

Conclusion 
 
We know that the street existed as a narrow dirt cart road named Independent 
Court in 1834. It was extended in 1838 to connect Orange and Union, and still 
named Independent Court, when John G. Thurber built a home there (#3).  At that 
time, there were at most two other homes on the street (#2 and #7). We know when 
Thurber sold his home in March of 1844, the deed identified the street as: 
“Independent Court, or Coon Street.”  The first known appearance of the street on a 
map was in 1858, under the name Coon Street, and it has been known as Coon Street 
ever since. 
 
We know that no members of the Coon family owned land or a home on 
Independent Court, at the time it became known as Coon Street. 
 
Absent any letter or document detailing the attribution of the name, we won’t ever 
know for sure how this cart road came to be named Coon Street. But it is certain an 
immediate association of “Coon” at the time, for Islanders and in America, 
would have been with the Whig Party and the presidential race of 1844. 
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Different Mission Statements, with comments from Chris Skelly, Director of Local 
Government Programs, MHC. Chris Skelly’s comments are in BLUE. 
 
 
NHC proposed: 
The Nantucket Historical Commission serves the public by protecting the National Historic 
Landmark of Nantucket.  Nantucket’s period of historical significance ranges from the 
Settlement Period, beginning in 1659, up to and including the preservation-oriented, revivalist 
development of the “Beinecke period” ending in 1975.  Historic assets include not only the 
structures erected from 1659 – 1975 but also the setting and context of these structures, the 
American and Native American artifacts, and the island’s special visual quality, as expressed in 
the natural and built environment.  
 
The NHC advises the Select Board on matters of preservation, and works with Nantucket’s 
Preservation Planner, Planning Director, and other municipal agencies. It creates plans and 
guidelines for historic preservation, directs surveys of buildings and lands of archaeological and 
historic significance, and advocates through the Select Board on issues of historic preservation.  
 
The NHC complements the local Historic District Commission, which is Nantucket’s regulatory 
architectural review board.  It also liaises with the Massachusetts Historical Commission and 
local preservation and conservation non-profits. 
 
Skelly comments: 
I would recommend some revisions .I don't see any reason to have the "period of 
significance" included in your mission statement.  I see this as problematic for 
archaeological resources as well as recent past properties that may have significance 
now or at some point in the future. 
 
 A historical commission does not advocate "through" the Select Board.  
 
OLD: 
 
“The Nantucket Historical Commission is the local historic preservation and archaeology 
planning and advocacy agency. The NHC creates educational opportunities, creates 
plans for the preservation of Nantucket, advocates through the Board of Selectman on 
issues of historic preservation, and oversees state requirements for archaeology.” 
 
PLUS Proposed: 
 
The Nantucket Historical Commission was created for the preservation, protection, and 
development of the historical and archeological assets of the Nantucket National 
Historic Landmark. In order to protect Nantucket, the NHC may make recommendations 
as it deems necessary to the Select Board and the Massachusetts Historical Commission 
on preservation issues, as allowed under MGL Chapter 40 Section 8D. 



 
The NHC complements the local Historic District Commission, which is Nantucket’s 
regulatory architectural review board.  It also liaises with local preservation and 
conservation non-profits. 
 
Skelly Comments: 
I think both versions need editing.  So, maybe a good time to think about revising 
anyway.   
 
Nowhere does either mission statement mention identification and documentation of 
historic resources.  I would like to see language about community-wide historic 
preservation planning.  This is the building block of historic preservation, the foundation 
of the role of a local historical commission.  This is an essential part of how you 
distinguish your role from the regulatory design review of the historic district 
commission.   
 
"advocates through the Board of Selectman" 
This language was problematic as the Nantucket Historical Commission, as an 
autonomous appointed board, is not bound to advocate just through local elected 
officials.  You are free to advocate, in an advisory capacity, on historic preservation 
matters to (not through) local elected officials, to other boards and commissions, to 
municipal staff and to the general public.   
 



Local Historical Commissions in Massachusetts

Inventory Forms
Compiling a historic properties inventory is an 
essential first step for a Historical Commission. This 
is done on MHC inventory forms.  Inventory forms 
address the first task of preservation planning -
Identification.  The front of a sample inventory form 
is shown to the right. For more information, contact 
MHC for a guidebook entitled Historic Property 
Survey Manual.

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Chairman, Massachusetts Historical Commission

A Summary Sheet for New Commission Members

Local Historical Commissions are an important part of municipal government in Massachusetts.  Almost all cities 
and towns in Massachusetts have established a local historical commission. Historical Commissions are responsible 
for community-wide historic preservation planning.  

Survey and Planning Grants
While inventory forms and National Register nominations may be done through local volunteer efforts, many Local 
Historical Commissions in Massachusetts will apply for a matching Survey and Planning grant.  With an S&P grant, 
a Historical Commission can hire a professional preservation consultant to prepare the documents.  S&P grants are 
awarded annually by the Massachusetts Historical Commission and are available for inventory form preparation, 
National Register nominations, preservation plans and public information documents. 

National Register Nominations
After a comprehensive inventory is compiled 
is the preparation of National Register 
nominations. The National Register of 
Historic Places is a federal listing of 
buildings, structures, sites, objects and 
districts significant in our nation’s history, 
culture, architecture or archaeology and that 
are worthy of preservation. The National 
Register is a formal recognition of the 
significance of the property but places 
absolutely no restrictions or conditions on  
private property owners unless there is state or 
federal involvement in a project or unless 
some other regional or local regulation is in 
effect. 

The front of an inventory form includes information such as the address 
historic name, date of construction and style.  The following pages of an 

inventory form include a historical narrative and architectural description. 

Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund
As a member of a Historical Commission, you may be interested in seeing a municipally owned property in town 
rehabilitated for a new use or restored.  The MPPF is a state-funded matching grant program available to cities and 
towns and non-profits for the restoration and rehabilitation of significant properties.



Section 106 and Chapter 254
Historical Commissions may occasionally receive inquiries from the Massachusetts Historical Commission or state 
or federal agencies asking for comments on a proposed “state or federally involved” project in your community that 
may impact on historical or archaeological resources.  Section 106 and Chapter 254 are federal and state laws that 
require MHC review when a state or federally involved project is undertaken in Massachusetts. Examples of state or 
federally involved projects include state funded road widening projects,  telecommunications towers that need an 
FCC license and school rehabilitations although there are many others.  MHC reviews over 8,000 federal or state 
involved actions each year. As part of these reviews, local historical commission are encouraged to participate.  

.  

For additional information, contact the Massachusetts Historical Commission  at (617) 727-8470 for copies of the 
Preservation Planning Manual and Current Activities of Historical Commissions in Massachusetts.    

Demolition Delay Bylaws
Ordinarily, Historical Commissions do not have a regulatory function.  However, many towns, through local bylaw 
passed at town meeting, have given their Historical Commission additional authority such as demolition delay 
bylaws. With a demolition delay bylaw, a Historical Commission can delay the demolitions of historically 
significant property in the hopes of finding an alternative to the demolition.  

Similar Names and Different Responsibilities
A Historical Commission is often confused with a Local Historic District Commission and a Historical Society.  It 
is important that you understand the difference between these three organizations.  Local Historical Commissions
are the official agents of municipal government responsible for community-wide historic preservation planning. 
Local Historic District Commissions are the review authority responsible for regulatory design review within 
designated local historic districts created through town meeting or city council vote. Note that in some communities 
with local historic districts, the Historical Commission and Historic District Commission are combined.  A 
Historical Society is a private, non-profit organization. Historical Societies often preserve local history through 
house museums, maintaining collections and records and public programs.  

Public Relations
As a Historical Commission, it is important for  
you to get the message across that your 
community’s historic resources are important to 
preserve.  Typical methods include walking 
tours, plaque programs, newspaper articles, 
lectures, newsletters, distributing inventory 
forms and school programs.   

Advising Your Municipal Leaders
Historical Commissions advise elected officials and other boards on historic 
preservation issues.  Issues could include zoning changes, the re-use of 
municipally owned historic buildings, master planning or preservation of historic 
landscapes.  

Preservation Plans
A Historical Commission may find that a Preservation Plan is needed to better coordinate the many activities that 
will help to preserve the community.

Local Bylaws and Ordinances
A Historical Commission may seek to create or change local bylaws to better protect historic resources.  Examples 
might be local historic districts, demolition delay bylaws, scenic road bylaws or village center zoning.  For more 
information, contact MHC for a copy of Preservation through Bylaws and Ordinances. 











NHC Projects last updated September 18 2020
Subject Area Project Name Description Status 0 - 5 Next Steps

* Education CAMP Training training day for NHC and HDC P

Preservation Planning Coastal Resiliency
Participate in town resiliency education and 
planning P respond to requests from town

* Preservation Planning Historic Goals for Streetscapes Develop goals and deliver to DPW 4
Delivered to DPW 9/25 - Deliver to 
Select Board

* Preservation Planning Preservation Engineering Study
Practical advice for developing specifications 
for repair and maintenance of historic streets 4

Delivered to DPW 9/25 - Deliver to 
Select Board

Education NHC Mission Statement

Develop and aprove a statement that 
communicates to the public the role of a 
Historical Commission on Nantucket 3 follow up meeting with Town

Surveys

Applying to State/Federal 
Certified Local Government 
Program

Town of Nantucket applies for certification, to 
receive planning grants and more local control 3

1. receive evaluation from Town 
Counsel 2. Second discussion with 
Select Board Oct 7

Surveys Historic Streetscape Study Survey of historic paving (NPT/CPC grant) 3 integrate with engineering study. 

* ATM 2021
Amendment to Road 
Construction Bylaw prohibit removal of historic pavement 2 revive earlier proposal

Education
Informational Plaque: Arthur 
Cooper and Angola Street Joint project with Land Bank. 2 Present to Land Bank

Design Guidelines Desgn Guidelines for Streets
Develop goals and deliver to Town and 
relevant commissions 1 create action plan, priority plan

* Design Guidelines
Updating and Clarifying 
Building with Nantucket In Mind

Updating BWNIM. Maing BWNIM more user-
friendly. CPC grant currently rests with HDC. 1

Had initial discussion with HDC.  
Waiting on HDC

Education
Museum exhibit about 
Preservation

Develop an exhibit for public education about 
the history of preservation on Nantucket 1

develop position paper with Esta Lee 
Stone

Preservation Planning Contribute to Master Plan
Integrate feedback from NHC into master 
planning effort 1

Currently disconnected - address 
gaps.

* Surveys
Survey Plan to update Historic 
Structures Surveys

create a strategy and plan to update 
Nantucket's surveys, using MHC standard 
inventory forms 1 continue to specify

Archeology Focused Planning Meeting Dedicate an NHC meeting to Archeology 0
ATM 2021 Other comment and action Hedge heights? Berms? TBD 0

Design Guidelines
Design Guidelines for 
Landscpes addressing screening, berms, grading, etc 0

Design Guidelines
Updating Guidelines for Rural 
Roads

Develop guidance for Town regarding 
preservation-minded approach to signage and 
road design 0



* Education CAMP Training training day for NHC and HDC P

Preservation Planning Coastal Resiliency
Participate in town resiliency education and 
planning P respond to requests from town

* Preservation Planning Historic Goals for Streetscapes Develop goals and deliver to DPW 4
Delivered to DPW 9/25 - Deliver to 
Select Board

Design Guidelines For elevating structures
Develop design guidelines for elevating 
structures 0

Education
loan fund for restoration of 
historic structures

Evaluate attraction of a fund similar to the fund 
in Arlington, MA, which makes low interest 
loans to private home owners for preservation 
projects, in exchange for easement 0

Preservation Massachusets Inc. has 
presentation on this.

Education Historic Plaques Investigate NHC role in public education 0

Education
Historic Preservation Tax 
Credits

Sponsor workshop on how businesses can 
unlock tax credits for preserving their historic 
building 0

Education Relator Workshop
Outreach to Relators about preserving historic 
homes 0

Education Website
Better communication and information for 
public 0

Impact Review
Complete Streets / 
Pleasant/Williams/Sparks Section 106 Project Review 0

Impact Review Sewer Force Main
Section 106 Project Review of Sewer 
Department new SFM 0

Preservation Planning Zoning Review
Assess how our current zoning aligns with 
preservation goals 0 evaluate

Preservation Planning
Develop a preservation plan for 
Nantucket Island

Using St. Augustine and other cities as a 
model, develop a preservation plan for 
Nantucket 0

Preservation Planning
District of Critical Planning 
Concern - special act

Assess how being able to designate DCPC 
might benefit Nantucket 0 evaluate

Preservation Planning Harbor Place Contribute to workgroup 0

Surveys Establishing Significance
Evaluate and recommend process for 
establishing contributing status of structures 0

0 - no action
1 - prioritized, developing specs



* Education CAMP Training training day for NHC and HDC P

Preservation Planning Coastal Resiliency
Participate in town resiliency education and 
planning P respond to requests from town

* Preservation Planning Historic Goals for Streetscapes Develop goals and deliver to DPW 4
Delivered to DPW 9/25 - Deliver to 
Select Board

2 - project plan complete
3 - funded, Staffed
4 - execution phase
5 - delivered
P = Participating
* = priority



Announcing MHC FY21 Survey and Planning Grant Round: Pre-Applications Now
Available
Skelly, Christopher @ SEC [Christopher.Skelly@sec.state.ma.us]
Sent:Friday, September 25, 2020 9:37 AM
To: christopher.skelly@state.ma.us

  
 
Dear Fellow Preserva�onists:
 
I am wri�ng to announce the beginning of the Massachuse�s Historical Commission (MHC) Fiscal Year 2021
Survey and Planning Grant cycle.   For the FY 2021 round, eligible applicants are an�cipated to include all local
historical commissions, local historic district commissions, municipal planning offices, and other public and non-
profit historic preserva�on organiza�ons.  At the �me of this wri�ng total available funding for the FY 2021
matching grant round is s�ll con�ngent on MHC’s FY 2021 federal budget alloca�on, which has not yet been
determined.  For FY 2021 the MHC/Grantee match shares will be 50/50.
 
As the State Historic Preserva�on Office, the Massachuse�s Historical Commission is responsible for
administering the Na�onal Historic Preserva�on Act of 1966, as amended. The Act authorizes the Secretary of
the Interior, through the Na�onal Park Service and State Historic Preserva�on Offices, to grant funds to
communi�es and private non-profit organiza�ons for a wide range of preserva�on related ac�vi�es. These
include comple�on of cultural resource inventories, nomina�on of significant proper�es to the Na�onal
Register of Historic Places, comple�on of community-wide preserva�on plans, and other types of studies,
reports, publica�ons and projects that relate to the iden�fica�on and protec�on of significant historic
proper�es and sites. The goal of the Survey and Planning Grant program is to support efforts to iden�fy and
plan for the protec�on of the significant historic buildings, structures, archaeological sites and landscapes of the
Commonwealth.
 
With this announcement, the MHC is ini�a�ng the Fiscal Year 2021 grant round of funding for Cer�fied Local
Governments (CLGs), municipal historic preserva�on commissions, non-profit organiza�ons and other eligible
applicants.   (MHC is required under federal law to pass through 10% of its annual federal budget alloca�on to
CLGs.  CLGs in Massachuse�s are the municipali�es of Boston, Bedford, Brookline, Danvers, Dedham, Eastham,
Easton, Falmouth, Framingham, Gloucester, Gra�on, Hingham, Holyoke, Lexington, Lowell, Marblehead,
Medfield, Medford, Methuen, New Bedford, Newton, Plymouth, Quincy, Salem, Somerville, and Worcester.)  In
Fiscal Year 2021 the grant program is an�cipated to be available to both CLG and non-CLG municipali�es, as well
as other qualified applicants.
 
A Survey and Planning grant can provide cri�cal support for projects that help to preserve the character of your
community. Please consider applying for a grant by comple�ng a pre applica�on and returning it to the
Massachuse�s Historical Commission by Monday, November 16, 2020, 5 p.m. (no faxed or emailed applica�ons
accepted).  Addi�onal informa�on, guidelines and the pre-applica�on form are available on MHC’s web site at:
h�p://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhchpp/Surveyandplanning.htm
 
 
Michael Steinitz
Deputy State Historic Preserva�on Officer
Director, Preserva�on Planning Division
Massachuse�s Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd
Boston MA 02125
617-727-8470
617-727-5128 (fax)



michael.steinitz@sec.state.ma.us
 
Working remotely – please use email (15 mb limit) or
978-836-2438 (cell).
 
Christopher C. Skelly
Director of Local Government Programs
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Christopher.Skelly@state.ma.us
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