10 BEACH STREET
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Date August 6, 1961 Notes Constance Haroldson standing in front of the Codfish
Park cottage named Pomptonian. They were from Pompton Lakes, NJ!!!
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First Surfboard on Nantucket, 1932.
Constance Viola Greene Haroldson (1906-1996?) posing with a surfboard on Siasconset beach. 1932.

1950 – CONSTANCE’S DAUGHTER IN FRONT YARD

Notes Jackie Haroldson Seidel standing in a Codfish Park yard.
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Notes
View toward water shows people enjoying beach at Siasconset. People stand on the beach and sit beneath shade
awnings for sun protection. Some beach attire may be seen. This view is of Codfish Park and bath houses.
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From: Mary Bergman
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 9:08 AM
To: Holly Backus <hbackus@nantucket-ma.gov>
Cc: Rita Carr <rcarr@nantucketpreservation.org>
Subject: 10 Beach, More History
Hi Holly,
I have done a little more research into the history of 10 Beach, if it is still up for consideration for demolition. (As much
as I can without the Registry of Deeds being open.) As you know, I strongly urge against the demolition of this structure.
Few remaining examples of Codfish Park’s early cottage architecture exist, and they should be preserved.
The history of each structure in Codfish Park is complicated by the fact that the Siasconset Bathing Beach Trust held the
land that is Codfish Park from 1885 until 1993. Some owners were able to record their land in the 1960s, but others did
not until recently. In the case of 10 Beach, See Book 1249, Page 153 (in 2010) when the land was formerly released from
the Siasconset Beach trust to the Seidels.
Constance Viola Green Haroldson purchased 10 Beach in 1942 from William Jernegan (Book 109, Page 539). When
Haroldson purchased the property, there was no clear title. Jernegan had a Land Court case to register the land in
1923(case 9499).
William Jernegan owned the William Jernegan Ice Company that operated out of 3 New Street. That building later
became the Srail Club, of which Jerengan was a member. The Srail Club was a men’s social club established to create
comradery between year-round and summer men. You can read more about it on the NHA’s Sconset 02564 exhibit
website (https://nha.org/digitalexhibits/sconset02564/timeline/srail-club.html).
Attached is a picture of William’s son, Horace Jernegan, at the ice house. (Since the NHA image database is still down
I’m limited in what I can find.)
I include this information on the Jernegens to highlight the importance of Codfish Park as a community where
Nantucket’s working people once lived.
The development of Codfish Park is particularly interesting. First simple fish shacks were built on public land, these
shacks then modified into cottages. The neighborhood developed in a do-it-yourself manner, without city planners or
architects. Perhaps what makes Codfish Park special can best be seen in this May 29, 1915 article in the I&M:
“Could there be anything more interesting than the development of Codfish Park. It is a most entertaining study in
village enlargement, which hamlets in the far western mining districts would take off their hats to. No civil engineers
have yet been called in; no landscape gardeners have yet been required; no architects of high technique have been
employed; no highfalutin specialists of any sort have entered the evolution of the Park. Yet each year the new coming is
confronted with remarkable and unexpected changed. This year opens with several cases of slat fences enclosing the
adjacent door-years. We see, also, the handiwork of the house painter in some sections. In other places may be seen
little spots under cultivation for flowers, climbers and shrubs. (This is a growing feature everywhere about ’Sconset.) We
find one or more new mansions completed or in process of construction. Here there is a little touch of special
architectural features and there are to be noted utility and convenience with any ideas of architectural harmony left out
of the question. Poultry culture is a prominent feature. In the line of town history, it may be stated that Manuel Thomas,
at No. 13 Atlantic boulevard, owns and occupies the first dwelling ever placed in the Park, while his garage, at No. 9
same thoroughfare, was originally Capt. George Coffin's fish-house, and was the first building ever erected on the Park
lands, having been moved from the bank, above, when Nature started to enlarge ’Sconset’s territorial area by building
the Park. Close students of nature find much to entertain them in watching the Park panorama, whose every inhabitant
appears happy. The only bit of discord that has yet been announced is just a slight feeling of resentment where one has

built a new mansion which practically eliminates his western neighbor's ocean view. That, however, is a mere detail, and
no serious consequences likely to follow.”
(PS I’m pretty sure “mansion” is being used in a tongue-in-cheek way.)
So as to the question of when 10 Beach was built… See the attached 2020 google map and the 1949 Sanborn map. I’ve
pointed on the Sanborn map where I think it was—let me know what you think. Compare it to the 1923 map, also
attached. It’s tough to tell all the little shacks/cottages apart, and the NHA image database is still down. We know that
Jackie Seidel’s parents had the Pomptonian cottage, the same one that’s there today, on the lot by 1942 (I&M article,
attached).
All of this is to say that Codfish Park is an important historic neighborhood that developed in its own unique way. This
small scale and character of the remaining structures should be preserved, less its charm be forever lost.
I will certainly send along any additional photos I can get once the NHA database is up.
With thanks,
Mary
Mary Bergman
Executive Director

Codfish Park notes:
December 26, 1908:
“Did you chance to see the unusual display in Codfish Park last Sunday? The ladies of the hamlet below
’Sconset bank took advantage of the weather and did their washing a day ahead this week, and lots of “bunting”
was flung out to the ocean breezes on the Sabbath.”
Saturday, Jan 16, 1909:
Antone Swasey “None Such” “Never In” and “Dreamland.”
Antone Swasey—president of the Portuguese benevolent society “is doing an artistic job of painting on the fish
market of Manuel Thomas at ’Sconset, which all are invited to inspect.”
Saturday, April 17, 1909:

“Several residents of Codfish park are essaying to make lawns about their little homes. Their zeal is truly
laudable.”
June 5, 1909:
“Edward Swain is making is property very attractive. He has a prominent site on Chitterling Road in Codfish
Park, and has painted the residence, stable, fences, etc., in a shade that is very harmonious with the surrounding
landscape. Besides, Mr. Swain has a good lawn started, and about his house are growing rose bushes and
flowering plants. Mr. Swan’s place is a credit to ’Sconset and stands out particularly attractive in the park.
Another public benefactor is William Brownell, who has an estate on the Breeches terrace in Codfish Park. Mr.
Brownell has a very attractive lawn started right on the beach, which is the envy of his immediate neighbors on
Fin lane, several of whom are endeavoring to enlarge the oasis. It is a satisfaction to chronicle these efforts at
village improvement and to see that civic pride is not wholly foreign to our soil; and it will be a pleasure to see
evidences of public spirit manifesting itself in other sections of the village.”
June 12, 1909
Manuel Thomas is having some painting done about his property on Scales street, Codfish park.
Charles C. Taber house burned in 1909.
Sat. October 15, 1910:
“It is many moons since Codfish Park has been so devoid of residents. The regular denizens are having their
annual outings.
T.F. Galvin’s place is being made even more attractive than heretofore by the addition of more hedgerows and
other plants. Lewis Henry arrived Wednesday…
Sat. May 20, 1911:
Stillman C. Cash is erecting another dwelling on Foothill avenue, Codfish park. The park is already quite
densely populated. Since the cement walk was laid on Breeches terrace, there have been rumors that residents of
Fin ave and Skate street will apply to the next annual meeting for an appropriation to improve those ways.
Codfish park is growing faster than any other section of Siasconset in the way of building operations, and the
architectural features are crude and varied.
Sat. June 10, 1911:
Have you noticed the good work committeeman Manuel Thomas has been doing on Cement Promenade,
Codfish Park. He has done all he can to grass-border the promenade, even to watering the thirty soil with a
watering pot. He is conscientious in full measure.
Codfish Park is undergoing a spring house-cleaning. A lot of the unsightly rubbish and litter that have
disfigured the park system have been removed and buried, and the work still goes on. If the residents of Ward 1
will form a civic league and make the places, and terraces, and lanes, and alleyways, and avenues, and roads,
and boulevards, cleanly, then they will accomplish great and glorious good, and bank-edgers will rejoice.
Oct 14, 1911:
“…and Codfish park looks lonesome. All the residents on Fin road have folded their tents and left in the early
dawn, one having had the temerity to fail to pay Stillman Cash and Samuel P. Pitman for chickens rendered.
The terraces and places are deserted, and the beads of the lights through the little windows of the mansions in
the park are missed.
May 25, 1912:
George Shellfield Davis is contributing to the Codfish Park architecture a hip-roof igloo.

June 15, 1912:
The usual peaceful atmosphere of Codfish Park was somewhat disturbed by a neighborhood quarrel Wednesday
evening, which fortunately did not assume serious proportions. For a time the circumambient air was rent with
sound waves bearing opprobrious epithets and threats. It proved hot air. It is said ’twas some sudsy for a few
moments.
October 12, 1912:
Stillman C. Cash has moved his fish-house from the shore, across the beach to a site on the Atlantic boulevard,
Codfish park.
April 12, 1913:
This land compromises what is today known as “Codfish Park,” below ’Sconset bank, where there are
numerous fish-houses and miniature dwellings which have been erected by squatters. In front of the section
known as Evergreen Park, line of posts have been set out from the bank to the high water mark, and there seems
to be some doubt about the property rights in that section, which cannot be determined until after the land
deeded to the town by Henry Coffin has been surveyed.
August 30, 1913:
A bit of a disagreement among the colored residents of “Codfish Park” at Siasconset resulted in Eva Brown
swearing out a warrant against Mamie Kelly, alleging assault, and also one against Jennie Morse, alleging that
the latter assisted in the assault. After listening to the testimony, the court found the defendants guilty and fined
Mamie $20 and Jennie $15.
May 23, 1914:
The lodging house at No. 2 Michaelo road, Codfish park, has been named “The Naples.”
June 13, 1914:
John Thomas has enlarged his house on Quahaug lane, Codfish park.
October 3, 1914:
Codfish Park is losing its air of activity, and the “stately lingerie,” flipping, flapping beside the more plebeian
gingham has largely faded from the landscape in that section of rub and scrub and soap-suds. Yet there are still
a few lights twinkling through the little window panes o’ evenin’s.
Oct. 17, 1914:
A son—9 pounds avoirdupois—was born on the 8th instant to Mr. and Mrs. Weston Esau, at their home, Gill
place, Codfish park.
May 29, 1915:
Could there be anything more interesting than the development of Codfish Park. It is a most entertaining study
in village enlargement, which hamlets in the far western mining districts would take off their hats to. No civil
engineers have yet been called in; no landscape gardeners have yet been required; no architects of high
technique have been employed; no highfalutin specialists of any sort have entered the evolution of the Park. Yet
each year the new coming is confronted with remarkable and unexpected changed. This year opens with several
cases of slat fences enclosing the adjacent door-years. We see, also, the handiwork of the house painter in some
sections. In other places may be seen little spots under cultivation for flowers, climbers and shrubs. (This is a
growing feature everywhere about ’Sconset.) We find one or more new mansions completed or in process of
construction. We find one or more new mansions completed or in process of construction. Here there is a little
touch of special architectural features and there are to be noted utility and convenience with any ideas of
architectural harmony left out of the question. Poultry culture is a prominent feature. In the line of town history,

it may be stated that Manuel Thomas, at No. 13 Atlantic boulevard, owns and occupies the first dwelling ever
placed in the Park, while his garage, at No. 9 same thoroughfare, was originally Capt. George Coffin's fishhouse, and was the first building ever erected on the Park lands, having been moved from the bank, above,
when Nature started to enlarge ’Sconset’s territorial area by building the Park. Close students of nature find
much to entertain them in watching the Park panorama, whose every inhabitant appears happy. The only bit of
discord that has yet been announced is just a slight feeling of resentment where one has built a new mansion
which practically eliminates his western neighbor's ocean view. That, however, is a mere detail, and no serious
consequences likely to follow.
May 5, 1917:
George S. Davis is building a cottage in “Codfish Park” for Larry Welch.
Oct 19, 1918:
Codfish Park continues its pace towards real urban conditions, and now one discovers in a pilgrimage through
its terraces and ways pretentious door-steps of cement, green lawns, pretty little window boxes, and a two-story
dwelling in course of construction.
May 15, 1920:
Street lights in Codfish Park! An established fact. And, too, a substantial fence of turned palings, encircling a
pretentious home garden plot, is another recent development in that busy quarter, where two automobiles are
now housed, one having a regular constructed garage for its home. Codfish Park, at its present rate of progress
will be a dream, and Ken. Webb, the movie man, should not forget it when casting about for another 'Sconset
panorama to film. The beautifiers are setting the native populace an example that could be followed to
advantage.
June 5, 1920:
A week or two since this column recorded the fact that automobiles were owned and operated by residents of
Codfish Park, and were housed there. These machines negotiate the bluff from the park via Hairpin Curve
without difficulty. Machines have been seen several times recently near the old bath-house site, reached via a
road leading north from Brinton road. And it was only last week the writer saw a truck-load of lumber,
unloading at tl«3 foot of the Middle Gulley. Then the driver essayed to drive his car up the steep cobbled way to
Front Street, but failed to get over {he top, so backed down, went along Atlantic avenue, and went up Hairpin
Curve without further incident. It may not be a far cry to the time when the town road, laid out a few years ago
across the beach, between Brinton road to the line of the Evergreen Park property, will be improved, and can be
seen flitting the entire length of the beach. Who can tell?
September 16, 1922:
An old platform—the nucleus of a shack that never was built—north of Ocean Way, Codfish Park, was sold at
auction Wednesday, by auctioneer Johnson, for $42 to John Dean. A small bath-house went for $10 to Victor
Alio.
Some little interest was exhibited in the sale of three small cottages in Codfish Park, Wednesday morning, and
auctioneer Johnson did not have to exert himself for bids. The property was of the estate of the late Charles C.
Taber, and Victor Alio, Antoine Santos and John P. Taber were the purchasers, the sale prices being $450, $525
and $540 respectively.
June 6, 1925:
As to "Codfish Park," there are some thirty-eight squatters with buildings erected on land which was placed in
trust for the inhabitants of Nantucket by Henry Coffin in 1884, with the stipulation that no buildings other than
bath-houses should ever be erected thereon.

One by one, the buildings in Codfish Park have multiplied until now there arc some thirty-eight buildings
occupying land which was reserved as park land by the grantor forty years ago. It hardly seems probable that
the town will order all of these buildings removed, yet they have no right there. Some of them are fish-houses;
others are dwellings; some are business places. Were they to be removed where would the buildings be put?
Where would the residents of Codfish Park go? That would really be a problem for 'Sconset? But at present it
does not look as though Codfish Park would be bothered. The main thing which the town wants, done is to
prevent the springing up of another colony of buildings on any other land which has been set off for the public
in trust. And it looks as though the bluff and the beach north of Codfish Park would within a few months be
secure in its trust through registration in the Land Court.
Codfish Park compared to a Hooverville, May 12, 1934
July 27, 1935: In the part known as Codfish Park shacks of various types were built, the owners becoming
“squatters” just “as were the original settlers” says Roland B. Hussey, an authority on the village, in his story of
its growth.
In 1886, a large portion of the new beach was dedicated to the public use by Henry Coffin, who gave three
trustees the power to regulate and administrate the same.
March 13, 1937: For nearly two centuries the Legislature and the Courts of the State of Massachusetts kept a
strict hands off policy in regards to Nantucket lands and land owners. Of course, with the inception of the Land
Court in 1891, a new system of registering land began on Nantucket. This Land Court has held several hearings
on Nantucket in regards to lands in Codfish Park (so-called) and Polpis. In both cases, adverse possession has
played an important role in the decisions.
January 22, 1938: It was discovered that many little dwellings and buildings in that part of the village of
Siasconset called Codfish Park, enjoyed a certain exemption from taxation and this property promptly
disappeared from the tax roll.
Jan 2, 1943: A lengthy conference was held with Grace M. Henry, town attorney, in relation to the section
below ’Sconset bank commonly called Codfish Park. The land is now held under trusteeship from a grant made
by the late Henry Coffin and it has for many years been occupied by squatters, who maintain small dwellings,
fish houses, and other buildings there.
If the trustees would relinquish certain rights to the Town and the section could pass through the Land Court,
the property could become taxable, whereas at present the town has no revenue therefrom.
November 13, 1954: A letter was received from Mrs. Richard Mauldin, a resident of Codfish Park, ’Sconset,
asking the Selectmen if it would be possible for her to purchase the property in the area owned by the late Linda
Arey. Secretary Glidden declared the buildings “Below the bank” are actually personal property, as the owners
do not own the land on which the buildings are located. Chairman Hardy said he feels the Town should try and
get it straightened out, to which the others agreed, referring the question to the Town Counsel.
1991 ATM—should Codfish park trust be dissolved and people be allowed to register their land? Town votes
yes but has to go to further decision. People had been paying taxes on land. 40 or so parcels were registered, but
13 were unregistered as of 1990.
No name storm—1992. 9 million worth of damage to Codfish Park

