Jeffrey P. Coakley
Gregg A. Tivnan
13 Maclean Lane
Nantucket, MA 02554
January 11, 2022

RE: Carried-Over New Business (12/28/21) – 16 Tashama Retaining Wall and Spa
Greetings Members of the HDC:
We are the abutters at 13 Maclean Lane. We thank you and the owner for going the lengths you
have to make the 16 Tashama project agreeable to everyone.
We are very pleased with the owner’s proposed natural screening and relocation of the fence 4’
back and we want to stress that the house and proposed landscaping looks terrific! Because it is
unrealistic to ask for the retaining wall, pool mechanical and shed to be moved, we are very
appreciative of what is being done to mitigate them.
Our dissatisfaction is not with the owner, who has been very forthright and pleasant and
seemingly willing to address our concerns about screening and drainage. Our dissatisfaction
unfortunately is with the local designer and contractor who would run roughshod and destroy a
natural landscape and sense of place.
Attached please find some photos in hopes to clarify any confusion about
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Property lines,
18 Tashama lack of natural screening (south side),
Request for screening along 18 Tashama side (south side),
16 Tashama retaining wall height, proposed “backfill” and screening, and drainage
Proposal to enclose the pool mechanical equipment

Thank you all for your time and effort with this project. We look forward to welcoming our new
neighbors and getting the neighborhood back to being a “neighborhood”!
Regards,
Gregg Tivnan
Jeff Coakley
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1. PROPERTY LINES
As noted at the 1/4/22 meeting the property lines of 13 Maclean, 16 Tashama and 18 Tashama
are confusing where they converge especially since the 13 Maclean property is the shape of a
pizza slice and fans outward towards Maclean Lane so hopefully these photos help:
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2. 18 TASHAMA SIDE (South side of project)
There is NO natural screening on approximately 12’-15’ of the 18 Tashama side of the project as
erroneously expressed by the agent. The retaining wall, pool equipment and proposed fence are
clearly visible from Maclean Lane and the abutter. It is not “hidden by the neighbor’s existing
vegetation” as stated:

18 Tashama retaining wall and natural vegetation for reference:
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3. REQUEST NATURAL SCREENING ALONG 18 TASHAMA SIDE
We request that similar natural screening be placed along the 18 Tashama side to screen the
retaining wall and fence where there is no screening (approximately 12’-15’):
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4. RETANING WALL, BACKFILL AND DRAINAGE
The 16 Tashama retaining wall is on the property line with 13 Maclean Lane and not following
the natural contour of the land. The representation of the height of the retaining wall at the
southeast corner in the packet is misleading even with the proposed removal of one tier of timber
because it is not feasible to backfill and raise the grade so close to the property line.
There is approximately 12-18 inches of space between the new retaining wall and 13 Maclean.
How is the contractor and designer going “backfill” and raise the grade and install plantings?
There is not enough room.
We are very concerned about drainage and runoff if grade is raised along this wall.

NOTE: The photographer for the above photo of the agent is standing approximately 10’ into 13
Maclean Lane property. The agent is standing on the narrow area between the retaining wall and
the property line
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5. PROPOSED ENCLOSURE OF POOL EQUIPMENT
Because it is unreasonable to expect the shed and pool equipment to be relocated to the northeast
corner of the property, we ask that the equipment be enclosed to minimize noise bouncing off the
shed.

Also, is the approved fence to be placed on the retaining wall 4’ or 6’? The original plans
showed a 6’ fence (4’ with 2’ decorative lattice work). I believe the abutter at 14 Tashama is
expecting a 6’ fence as that property is flush with 16 Tashama along those two property lines.
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