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Zoning Board of Appeals
2 Fairgrounds Road
Nantucket, MA, 02554

May 13, 2019
Re: Surfside Crossing 40B development

The Nantucket Fire Department has reviewed the submitted revised plans. The Nantucket
Fire Department submits the following as requirements for this project.

The project must meet all requirements of the Fire Code (i.e. CMR 527) with the following
the items needing to be addressed or more information supplied.

1. Access roads must be 20 feet in width not including parking (527
CMR18.2.3.4.1.1),

a. No on street parking allowed that would narrow the roadway below 20 feet
on two way sections

b. No on street parking on one-way sections where width will be reduced
below 13 feet.

c. Several roadways on the plan show widths less than 20 feet for one-way
sections. This will be allowed with posted and enforced no parking in these
sections

d. A section of roadway that is two-way is 22 feet and must be posted and
enforced with no parking.

e. Modeling is not given in drawings to assure the fire departments apparatus
can access development.

f. Two of the roads have no provisions for turning around. (527 CMR
18.2.3.4.4) “Dead-end access roads in excess of 150 feet in length shall be
provided with approved provisions for fire apparatus to turn around.”



2. Trees and vegetation must be maintained and not allowed to grow to block access
for emergency vehicles. This would include vertical growth of tree. (527 CMR
18.2.3.4.1.2)

a.
b.

All roadways shall have a vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches.
Vegetation must not reduce the road width below required in above section

3. The access to the apartment buildings is again a concern.

a.

b.

There is no secondary access for the apartment buildings; a single two-way
drive limits access.

The Fire Department would have difficulty positioning multiple emergency
vehicles in the event of an emergency.

The rear of all but one Condo are inaccessible to fire apparatus.

Parking lot spaces that are perpendicular to the travel lanes must be 22 feet
in length to avoid overhanging vehicles into the roadway. In the plans
submitted parking lengths are not shown.

No defined clear access for emergency services to Condos. Emergency
personnel would have to work between parked cars to access majority of
the Condo units.

4. Final Fire Department access plans will be submitted to the department for review
and approval (527 CMR 18.1.3.1)

5. Hydrant lay out needs to be defined and installed before construction begins.

This development places an overwhelming responsibility on the Fire Department if an
emergency was to arise. The potential fire load of one empty apartment building would
require 5200 gallons of water a minute to extinguish and impossible mark to meet from the
start. The potential impact on other facilities must also be determined. Many fire protection
systems at critical facilities such as Hospital & schools are in place on the same water main.
Any potential effects to these critical infrastructures must be determined by a hydraulic
study of the system.

To meet these demanding needs and to address safety of the residents and firefighters, the
conditions listed must be meet.

Respectfully,

Fire Chief

: Stephen A Murghy
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