Summary of changes to the Chapter 250 Harbors and Town Pier Regulations, will be renumber
to reflect Town’s new regulation codification project to Chapter 278. All of the changes below
are reflected with the new numbering format.
1. Major changes
a. Addition of language to permit Dinghy’s. This change is in response to the
nuisance caused by improper storage on the shores of Monomoy at Berkeley Av
and Cathcart Road. By requiring a permit the Harbormaster can determine
ownership for improperly store dinghy’s and remove those dinghy’s without a
permit.
i. Adds a dinghy permit only for those holders of a current boat mooring
permit.
ii. With the permit, dinghy’s would be allowed to use the storage racks at
Monomoy and Cathcart Rd.
iii. A kayak could be used and permitted as a dinghy.
iv. Unpermitted dinghy’s could be removed from the rack and storage areas
by the Harbormaster.
v. Proposed permit fee $25.00.
b. Language change to remove the annual requirement for most of the slip holders
to participate in the slip lottery.
i. Prior to the adoption of MGL, C.30B (Procurement Act) in 1990, the Town
was allowed to assign slips on an available basis. The slip holder would
then be able to rely on that slip space for as long as they paid the annual
fee and complied with the Town’s regulations.
ii. To be in requirement with the new Procurement Law, the Town initiated
a lottery to assign each slip annually. Slip holders never knew from year
to year if they would be able to keep their boat slip. As a result, slip
holders kept their mooring in the event that they did not get a slip the
following year.
iii. In 2000, the Procurement Law was changed to exempt the Town form
the requirement to have an annual slip lottery.
iv. This revised language will keep the lottery to award any vacant slips, but
allow any current holders in good standing to keep their slips from year
to year. This will provide certainty to current slip holders and will free up
moorings that have been held in reserve by these current slip holders.
v. Standardizes payment and default procedures for both recreational and
commercial slip holders.

c. Added a new subsection (§ 278-5D Liveaboards) moved existing 250.2.12 to this
new section for clarity. Added additional language to clarify liveaboard use as
requested by SHAB.
i. Addition of provision to require that any vessel moored as a liveaboard
for more than 48 hours either will have the owner of the boat present on
board or a person who is a licensed US Coast Guard Captain on board..
1. This provision is added to address the ever-increasing use of
moored boats as Air B&B rentals. What we are seeing is person
renting a mooring for the summer and putting a vessel on it that
has several bedrooms. Then offering the vessel for rent on a
weekly basis. The problem is that the people who are renting the
vessel as an Air B&B have no idea on how to operate the
mechanical systems on the boat, nor do they know about safety
requirements. In the event of a storm or other emergency, these
“renters” have no idea of when or how to safely evacuate the
vessel.
ii. Added liveaboard registration form requirement
1. SHAB Request
iii. Added liveaboard boater insurance requirement
1. SHAB request to cover potential pollution.
iv. Added requirement the any liveaboard vessel be able to motor to pump
out station at Town Pier or Boat Basin.
1. This requirement is to address shoulder season issues when pump
out boat is not available or if the pump out boat is out of service.
2. Other changes:
a. Minor changes to correct spelling, grammar and format.

